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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

On this particular afternoon it doesn't look like the "bleak mid-winter" of the old hymn. It looks more like April.
Shoots are coming up, buds are forming, and my ambitions for preparing my garden for winter don't look so
necessary. The new seed catalogs have arrived and | feel spring gardening madness coming on.

Allis peaceful in the neighborhood after the rush of fall events. Winterfest was a blast as usual, the fall Hispanic
cooking class was huge fun - everyone wants a spring cooking class as well, which | believe there will be. The
children’'s Halloween festivities were a big hit and we managed to serve Thanksgiving dinner to both the Hickory
Grove Police Department and Christmas dinner to the firefighters at the station on Harris Blvd.

We have new faces on the board. Our treasurer, Chris Sotardi has accepted a job promotion leaving him with little
time. Claudia Gomez is our new treasurer. Lindsey Wolfe will continue to do Young Families and special projects
(she was the very effective organizer of both the
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners) and at-
large board member Tiye Young has stepped info
the vice-president's position. All will be confirmed
at the yearly election meeting in June.

Our next big event is the February meeting so
watch for further announcements, and the
garden club yard sale on May 16th. The yard sale
happens only every other year and is the main
funding source for the garden club for a two year
period so it's pretty important. Happy early
spring, everybody. May it continue.

Call me
Today!

704-236-9340
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THERESA MCDONALD
Your GROVE PARK Realtor ®

Are you planning a home
Theresa.McDonald@allentate.com improvement pl"OjeCt?

Are you curious about your home value and
We are home? market appeal?

Are you planning a move?

Realtors

EQUAL HOUSING
REALTOR" OPPORTUNITY




DID YOU KNOW THAT THIS IS HOW MANY PEOPLE IT TAKES
TO DISTRIBUTE THE GAZETTE?

Our gratitude knows no bounds for the efforts of these neighbors. They go out in spring and fall when the
weather is lovely, but also in the February cold and the July heat. The Gazette is the only way we have to reach
every neighbor in Grove Park, so without these folks our communications would be cut by half. It's also
astonishing that some have done this for nearly a decade. They are awesome!

* Bobbie Williams - Deliah Ln.

* Debbie Tipton and Marilyn Boyle - Farm Gate and Moss Tree

+ Belma Ford, Josie Dean, Gail Whitcomb, Mary English - Grove Park Blvd.

* Judy Hall, Jessica Hunsinger, Elizabeth Von Briesen, Keith Trask, Orlanna & Willie Stratford, Gracia
Escanellas - Lakeside Dr (both north and east)

* Doug Barber, Maryann Williams, Jewel Davis, Olivia Hardie, Robin Kerr, Maureen Gilewski -Linda Lake Dr.

+ Seth Lemmerts, Bryan Sifford, Lydia Elliott - Michael Drive, Rua Circle, and Lisa Circle

* Natasha Sonin, Susana & Tito Jimenez - Shady and Oakwood

* Richard Shaw - Preston Ct.

+ Teresa Whiteside - Randy

* Yvonne Curtis - Teague Ln.

* Lin Vickery - Terry Ln.

* Nico Reinbold - Tiverton

* Delphine Borden, Elizabeth Hylton, Casey Reaves, Arnie Cann & Helene Hilger - Williams Rd.

* Amy Tolbert - Shenandoah




GROVE PARK PRESIDENT MIMI DAVIS
NAMED CMPD'S COMMUNITY PARTNER
FOR JANUARY 2020

The most telling moment at the downtown ceremony where Grove Park
President Mimi Davis was named Char-Meck Police Department'’
Community Partner of the month was when community police officer
Ashley Brown said, triumphantly, "I got your activities down to only one
page!", the original list being quite a bit longer.

Mimi has been president or vice-president of Grove Park since 2011. She

is managing editor of the newsletter, co-chair of events and programming
for the garden club, is a member of the book club, works with Claudia Gomez on programming for our
Hispanic Coalition. A former teacher, she organizes the Grove Park/Ravenwood tutors for Grier School and

volunteers there as well.

In 2016 Mimi founded the East Charlotte Coalition of Neighborhoods to mentor and encourage other east
side neighborhoods in their development. The ECCON communications network now includes an ever-
growing newsletter, Facebook page, and too-to-be website, the purpose of which is to strengthen not only
the neighborhoods, but to support a rising east Charlotte, and improve the quality of life in the larger
community.

In her spare time she works with the Unitarian Universalist Animal Ministry, a faith-based organization that
builds large runs for dogs who would otherwise spend their lives on chains

WE HAVE A NEW PHARMACY IN EAST 1] é%ﬁ?{ss

Promising Wellness

TOWN MARKET 11 -

M-F %9am-6pm
Sat, 9am-1pm

Vcare Drugs is the new pharmacy at East Town Market on the Harris Blvd
side offering standard pharmacy services such as preparing and
dispensing medicinal supplies and prescriptions for local patients,
counseling patients and caregivers, and offering consulting services to
other health care providers.

Understanding the high cost of health care, Vcare accepts all major

insurances including Medicare, Medicaid, BlueCross/BlueShield, Cigna, Humana, and more. With a tagline of
“Promising Wellness”, Vcare is a full-service pharmacy that takes to heart the importance of fast as well as
friendly service creating a warm, welcoming, and helpful place to shop. They go above and beyond to make
life easier for their customers, offering a service for folks to get all their monthly medications packed in an
easy-to-use pill pack at no extra charge. No more counting out pills and trying to remember if it is 2 blue and
1 red, or 2 red and 1 blue.

Walking into Vcare Drugs is not the same as your nearby CVS or Walgreens. This pharmacy is not the place
to browse the cold/flu aisle and then the shampoo aisle. It is focused on the needs of those with prescriptions
and/or health concerns with a simple drop-off and pick-up window. With anything pharmaceutical security is
important, and Vcare takes their responsibility as a pharmacy seriously with 24-hour monitoring video
system. They are a great and convenient addition to our community.




GET READY FOR WINTER

- new and replacement concrete
- decorative concrete overlays

- stained and or sealed concrete
- clean and seal WOOD decks

- pressure washing

- interior or exterior painting

- cleaning outside of home

- even cleaning inside of home!

CALL NOW for a free appointment for
consultation and pricing!

JILL MOORE, 704-430-8340
www.myamazingconcrete.com
Admin@myamazingconcrete.com

v@Jﬂ NCRETE
SIGNIFICANCE

WE DO IT RIGHT.

Licensed electrician, interior and exterior
painting, carpentry, plumbing, drywall,
decks, light hauling.

Seven years experience with Grove Park
homes and many Grove Park references.

"| can fix your house."

Seth Lemmert
(704) 712-3546

and much, much more
Home of the Cleveland Browns

EDDY'S PIZZA

5820 E W.T.Harris Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28215
704.536.1660

Hours: Mon -Thurs 11 amto 11 p.m.
Fri & Sat 11 a.m. to midnight
Sundays 12 Noon to 10 pm

We deliver!!

Pizza, Wings, Pasta and Calzones, Salads,
Hamburgers, French Fries, Oven Baked Subs,
much more plus Everyday Specials!!

You've gotta try Teddy's.
Your neighhorhood pizza guy!!

EVERYDAY TEDDY'S SPECIALS

Buffalo Shrimp...8 pcs.... $6.49 16 pcs... $10.99

24 pcs.... $16.99

2 Large 2-Toppings or 1 Large 2-Toppings + 10
Wings....515.99

Cleveland Browns Special:
2 Large 2-Toppings + 20 Wings...$23.99

Ted's Special Quad Burger (4 layers of meat,
4 sfices of cheese with bacon
between each layer) ...59.99




Traduccién por Claudia Gémez.

« El comité de Grove Park tiene el agrado de comunicarles que
nuestra vecina Claudia Gémez, quién es conocida por nuestra
comunidad Hispana, sera nuestra nueva Tesorera, reemplazando a
Chris Sotardi quién ha resignado por la nueva promocién en su
empleo. Tiye Young sera nuestra nueva Vicepresidenta
reemplazando a Lindsey Wolfe quién también ha resignado al
puesto.

- La clase de cocina hispana fué un gran éxito. Todos los que nos
acompanaron desean hacerlo otra vez. Muchas gracias a quiénes
ayudaron en este proyecto. También tuvimos un excelente Festival
de Invierno asi como los eventos para nifios que realizé el club de
Familias Jovenes en especial el evento para Halloween. Por favor
acomparenos para los eventos de este afio.

» Si usted conoce otras familias hispanas que recientemente se
hayan mudado a Grove Park por favor contactenos: Mimi Davis,
davisxyz@hotmail.com o Claudia Gomez, claudialgd5@gmail.com. Queremos darles la bienvenidal
También queremos invitarlos a ser parte de el Club de Jardineria.

. Una nueva farmacia ha abierto sus puertas en el East Town Shopping Center justo a lado de Teddy's
Pizza, que conveniente!

HOW WE SAVED THE BENCHES

As many of you know the stunning mosaic benches at the
circle where Oakwood and Shady meet ran into difficulty with
bad weather. The tiles began to separate and there was no
way we could get help from the artist, Leslie Scott, who had
died about a year after they were built. Through our contacts
at the Arts and Science Council we were referred to Lee
Baumgarten, one of the most highly thought of mosaic artists
in the state who offered to help, but to permanently and
expertly solve the problem required nearly destroying what
was there, refiring the tiles, and trying to piece the whole thing
back together. The cost was almost half our treasury, the
value of the benches was around $15,000. Then Lee also died.

Time went by and we were finally contacted by Lee's son Case
Baumgarten, also a mosaic artist, who came up with the best
solution. At a very reasonable price Case cleaned the benches,
applied a special grout sealant, glued tiny pieces back
together, and covered the whole thing with two coats of auto
body sealer. We couldn't save every bit of deterioration the
benches experienced, but so much was in good shape that
we're confident that they will remain beautiful for many years.
We seem to have dodged a bullet.




CHARLOTTE MUSEUM OF HISTORY
3500 SHAMROCK DR.
(704)568-1774

REEDY CREEK NATURE CENTER & PRESERVE
2900 ROCKY RIVER RD.
(980) 314-1119

Sat., February 8; 11am-5pm Connect with Culture Day The
Museum is excited to participate in the Arts & Science Council’s
Connect with Culture Day and once again serve as a cultural hub
for our East Charlotte community.

Sat., February 29; 11am-5pm African-American Heritage Festival
Visit the museum to celebrate over 250 years of Charlotte’s

vibrant African American history and culture. Spend the day
exploring arts, music, dance, fashion, storytelling, and learn
about everyday people who have accomplished extraordinary
things. Free. Please register.

The Get-Out-And-

Go Calendar

HICKORY GROVE LIBRARY
5935 HICKORY GROVE ROAD
(704) 416-4400

Sat. February 1; 2pm Black History Month: Rosenwald Schools
A talk with Dr. Tom Hanchett, historian-in-residence with the
Carolina Room of the Library, In honor of Black History Month,
look back at the Rosenwald School program.

Tues., February 4; 6:30pm Podcasting 101 with WFAE If you
want to turn your idea into a podcast but aren't sure where to
start, WFAE (Charlotte's NPR News Source) is here to help with
the Queen City PodQuest Academy.

Tues., February 18; 5:30pm Erom Page to Screen: The Lion
King Whether you already love the book or want to watch the
movie before reading it, join us for the film adaptation of The
Lion King . See the story brought to life! This movie is rated
PG.

Tues., February 25; 5pm-8pm Aspire Community Capital -

Community Business Academy This is a FREE program for
entrepreneurs led by Aspire Community Capital. ASPIRE will

provide a 12-week business training course that teaches
entrepreneurs the basics of owning, maintaining and growing a
business. Topics include budget, marketing, finance and more.

More programs worth investigating: CMLibrary Presents: Music
Club, Preteen Scene: Comic Book Club, Stories in 2
Languages. Many more activities and events are offered. See
the website for dates and times.

Sat., February 1; 10am-12pm A Sense of Place Spend time
getting to know an urban preserve through the seasons
through observation and exploration. This will be a
phenological journey through the forest as we take note of our
findings and discuss seasonal changes. Free.

Thurs., February 6-February 27; 3:30-5:30pm Afterschool
Creek Club Explore, hike, and enjoy the outdoors while
making friends and having fun with the Afterschool Creek
Club. Build fires, design shelters, and discover life after school
like never before! Grades 3-5; $30 per participant

Fri., February 14; 6-8pm For the Love of Nature Hike & Fire
Share your love with nature as we stroll the trails after hours
and then settle in by a warm fire to share stories about our
love of nature and eat marshmallows! All ages are welcome
but must be able to hike up to 2 miles on uneven terrain. Free.

Sat., February 15; 10-11:30 SOS: Save our Salamanders
Discover the world of salamanders during this talk/walk. We
will start in the classroom with a brief presentation about their
natural history and then walk out on the trails to explore their
habitat and hopefully find some local examples! Free.

Pre-register for ALL events at parkandrec.com or call
980-314-1119.

METHODIST HOME RECREATION CENTER/
SHAMROCK SENIOR CENTER

3200 SHAMROCK DRIVE

(980) 314-1123

Tue., February 4-25; 6:30-7:30pm Mini Craft Creators An
educational program for your youth to explore the wonderful
world of arts & crafts. In this hands-on class, they will explore
and participate in creative and practical projects in a positive
and fun environment. $10 per participant.

Thurs., February 6-27; 6:30-7:30pm Preschool: Lil' Art
Adventurers Club An educational program for your preschooler
to explore the wonderful world of art. In this hands-on class,
they will discover colors and shapes while developing fine
motor skills and expanding creativity. $10 per participant

FOR OLDER ADULTS
Many programs including bingo on Mondays and Fridays,
Bridge on Fridays, and the Latino Group on Wednesdays

Please register for all programs at
MethodistHomeRecreationCenter@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov
or call 980-314-1119 Wednesdays




Two Maria's And Some Burnt Cheese...
Our Hispanic Cooking Class Was Crazy Fun!

This November it was papusas, the national dish of El Salvador, and with the griddles lined up in Mimi
Davis' kitchen, there was much hilarity and good eating, with, yes, a little burnt cheese.

Papusas are a sort of filled pancakes made with masa flour and fillings topped with cabbage salad.
Grove Park treasurer Claudia Gomez coordinated the whole event with two friends, both named
Maria, one from Virginia and one from Charlotte. They made the cabbage topping ahead of time for
us and we had a blast trying to make the final product from scratch. Best cooking class ever!




. } Since you live in
D the Grove Park n Like us on
j Community, faCEbOOk@)
you'll want to
66&‘ join "Grove Park
[0’( Community", our wonderful, colorful Facebook page

where you'll find lots of interesting info, colorful

: , ) photos and local news.
Meticulously prepared pies, cookies,

cakes and cupcakes fer special

_ Just do a search on Facebook for "Grove Park
occasions or.//mz‘ hecanse

Community" (there are several, but the right one will
be obvious), and "like" us. Or, for a speedier search,

use the link https://www.facebook.com/groups/
groveparkcommunity.
Debbie Tipton
Head Baker Also, remember to visit our web site every once in
awhile: www.groveparkneighborhood.org. There are
also links on that site to both Facebook
704.995.3839 A et

dmetip@gmail.com
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THIRD GRADE TEACHER TRACE
YOUNG NAMED GRIER TEACHER
OF THE YEAR.

Her enveloping warmth, enthusiastic personality, determination
that each child succeed, and willingness to go the extra
distance made Grier 3rd grade teacher Trace Young is an
excellent choice for our elementary school's Teacher of the
Year.

Trace has a bachelor's degree from Winston-Salem State
University, a master's from Streyer, and has taught for eleven
years, previously at Briarwood Elementary in Charlotte and for
the last four years at Grier, where she not only teaches 3rd
grade and is on the school leadership team, but is the school's
cheerleading coach, a job she adores. Her 17 cheerleaders, all
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade girls have won several competitions,
including a national competition last year in Greensboro. Her
favorite academic subject is math.

What motivates Ms. Young? "Seeing the end result when they finally understand - that's the thing that makes
me happy," she said. We're grateful she is teaching the children of our neighborhood.




WE PROVIDED HOLIDAY DINNERS TO BOTH
THE HICKORY GROVE POLICE AND THE
STATION 23 FIREFIGHTERS THIS YEAR

For the past several year Grove Park neighbors have provided
Thanksgiving dinner to the officers at the Hickory Grove Police Division.
This year, thanks to coordinators Yeng Xiong and Lindsey Wolfe we were
able to expand our efforts and include a Christmas dinner for the Station
23 firefighters as well.

Our thanks for the extra help on Thanksgiving go to Robin Wilson, Carole
Thorsen, Yeng Xiong, Amy Talbert, Brenda Robinson, Mimi Davis, Kristine
Fisher, Maryann Williams, Caite Furr, Betty Nunn, Brandy Bryant, Mike
McLaurin, Sheila Zagar, Rachel Longbrook and Bryan Sifford.

Our Christmas angels were Suzi Kirby, Lin Vickery, Laura O'Neil, Tim and
Darlene Downs, Brandy Bryant, Cathy Goodman, Claudia Gomez, Carole
Thorsen, Maryann Williams, Caiti Furr, Mike McLaurin, Rachael Longbrook,
Mrie Polell, Kristine Fisher, Lindsey Wolfe plus her mom and kids.

OUR MIDDLE SCHOOL HAS A GREAT ARTS DEPARTMENT

In their second year as a Computer
Science Coding Magnet school,
Northridge Middle School promotes a
high level of education in science,
technology, engineering, and
mathematics, but they also understand
the vital role of the arts and creativity
for kids and are proud to be a STEAM
school, integrating the Arts as a
fundamental pillar of education. Last
year saw the founding of their Fine Arts
department offering theatre, dance, and
visual arts classes to go along with
their already established orchestra and
band. Even with only a year of a Fine Arts department, the students at Northridge have dived right in and what
they have learned over the past year will culminate on January 31, with the production of The Wiz Jr held at
Rocky Hill High School. The production is truly cross-departmental with theatre, dance, band, orchestra, and
art, involved in every aspect from the performances to the set design and programs.

Although still in the early stages of their Computer Science Coding Magnet school status, Northridge is
looking to the future with great excitement and ambition. Last year they developed their Computer Science
Week kicked off by STEAM day with all-day computer science classes and various activity stations throughout
the school. It was during this event that some female 8th-graders were given the opportunity to meet Joan
Higginbotham, the 3rd female African-American astronaut. This year, the school will be following the same
structure but will focus on engineering for a full Engineering Week running February 16 — 22.




GROVE PARK GOURMET

Cheesecake Pie with Cheddar Cheese Soup

Our recipe for this issue came from Barbara Lees. Though she is not an official resident of Grove Park she
is a member of the Grove Park/Ravenwood Garden Club and brings interesting food. This was one of her
most unusual recipes and, despite the strange ingredient, is quite delicious. The soup is in the pie, not
served alongside. The cherry pie garnish is optional, but very good.

Crust: Combine 2 c. vanilla wafers or graham crackers with 6 T. melted butter and 1/4 c. sugar, and press
into a pie pan.

Filling: i )
12 oz. cream cheese, softened UL 74 |
2/3 cup sugar A/ N \ [ [ )
3 eggs '\ )
1 (11 oz) can Campbell's Cheddar Cheese Soup ' PN

2 T. lemon juice

1 t. lemon rind : /

1 t. vanilla extract N\ /4

1/4 t. almond extract }H =

./ B S | S
—’ — o — —/

With an electric mixer beat cream cheese until smooth. S
Add sugar and eggs alternately, then the other ingredients.

Bake at 350 degrees for 50 minutes.

For the topping combine 1 c. sour cream with 1/4 c. sugar, 1 t. grated lemon rind and 1 t. vanilla extract.
Pour over cooled pie and garnish with cherry pie filling if you like.

Grove Park General Meeting
Save the Date
February 25, 6:30 p.m.

Our February meeting will be based on the very successful "On
The Table Program" you may have participated in in the past
year in one of their sites. The idea is that instead of a speaker
we will use group discussion to make us more aware of our
community and our place in it. We're talking about having a free
dinner as part of the program, so mark it on your calendars.
Meeting will held at the New Waves of Joy Church at Demill and
Harris Blvd.







