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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Some meetings are just better than others. A few
weeks age, Feb. 8 to be exact, the Grove Park
block captains met with the board and members of
Grove Park organizations and committees for our
first Goals & Visions meeting. It was a time to clarify
the state of the neighborhood, analyze our
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats,
and using that analysis, create new programs and
projects that will advance us as a leadership
neighborhood in east Charlotte.

To see details, go to our website, grove-park.org,
but | can tell you a few suggestions that emerged and we want to act on in the coming months:

1. We actually have the ability to affect real estate sales in the neighborhood. Our wonderful staff writer, Ann
Nichols, has volunteered to be our new Real Estate Coordinator, establishing communication between the
neighborhood and agents with Grove Park listings. We are developing a new brochure that will help them sell
not just the house, but the whole neighborhood, highlighting reasons why Grove Park is a desirable place to live.
2. Research the potential for Linda Lake Park, a multi-acre strip between Linda Lake Drive, and the Ravenwood
neighborhood, long recognized by the city as being a neighborhood park.

3. Create a newcomers committee to welcome new neighbors. We have already approached several potential
volunteers to coordinate this.

4. Research how we might increase our involvement with neighborhood schools.

5. Reach out to other east Charlotte neighborhood associations and establish ties that, when the need arises,
will allow us to speak out in unison and with strength.

These plans are ambitious, and it won't be clear sailing. We also have weaknesses that need to be overcome.
Our schools need help, and our eastside location gives pause to some, but, in truth, we are a vibrant, stable
neighborhood, and we are definitely on the move.
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TREASURER’S
REPORT

William & Catherine
Kearney
Bob Kennedy
Elizabeth LaForce
Tank Brooks Annjenise Nichols
Stan & Joan Cune Baltazar Oridio
Mimi & Alan Davis Carolyn Patterson
Lina Freeman Zhang Quioping
Greg & Laurie Hasco Richard Shaw & Emily Wu
Orren Hightower Natasha & Isaac Sonin
MaryEllen & Barry Jones Sherry & Lin Vickery
Bobbie Williams

TEDDY'S PIZZA

(and much, much more) EVERYDAY TEDDY'S SPECIALS

Home of the Cleveland Browns

5820 E W.T.Harris Blvd. Buffalo Shrimp...8 pcs.... $6.49 16 pcs... $10.99
Charlotte, NC 28215 24 pcs.... $16.99
704.536.1660

Hours: Mon -Thurs 11 amto 11 p.m.

2 Large 2-Toppings or 1 Large 2-Toppings + 10
Fri & Sat 11 a.m. to midnight 8 pping g pping

Wings....515.99
Sundays 12 Noon to 10 pm
we delwer!! Cleveland Browns Special:
Plzza, Wings, Pasta and Calzones, Salads, 2 Large 2-Toppings + 20 Wings...$23.99

Hamburgers, French Fries, Oven Baked Subs,

much more plus Everyday Specials!!
Ted's Special Quad Burger (4 layers of meat, 4

' . slices of cheese with bacon
You ‘!ﬂ gnua try Te!"lv S. between each layer) ...59.99
Your neighhorhood pizza guy!!
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EASTLAND UPDATE

BY: JOHN AUTRY, CHARLOTTE CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 5

Last August Council agreed to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Studio

Charlotte Development. The purpose was to allow exclusive, in-depth discussion and full
vetting of the Studio Charlotte Development (SCD) proposal. The city seeks clear
understanding of the SCD funding model and the timeline for the project. What is the ask
Studio Charlotte will make to the city? Hopefully along the way any risks can be identified and
how we might mitigate those risks. The Memorandum was finalized in October. | do not
expect to have a staff recommendation before March.

My message to SCD has been consistent. It is important during this period that Studio Charlotte is candid and open
in their discussions with economic development staff. A recommendation in the affirmative is imperative to move the

project forward.

In the meantime the demolition of the mall structure continues. Over the last 6 months the mall has been dismantled
and all the elements that made up the mall are being hauled off and repurposed. Fixtures, lights, glass cases, HVAC
equipment, the aluminum, steel and bricks are being recycled. The concrete is being crushed and used as aggregate

in new projects across the region.

Whatever the staff recommendation we are already seeing positive influence in the surrounding area. A facade
improvement grant for the commercial property on Central at Rosehaven is coming before council next week. There
is a possible project to redevelop the old Shell station at Central and Sharon-Amity. | see all this as positive

movement.

Goals & Visions

On Feb. 8 the Grove Park block captains and members of standing
groups and committees met at Hickory Grove Rec Center for our first
Goals & Visions meeting, an all morning brainstorming session with
iation providing breakfast and lunch for

.
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sm in the room was incredible.

discussion model called SWOT which
esses, Opportunities and Threats. This

e o emee wuate of Grove Park, and our situation
espec1a.lly regardmg location, real estate, and schools. In the second
session we applied what we learned to each of the issues facing our
neighborhood association: how do we handle communications,
meetings, events, help neighbors with real estate issues, deal with
problems and expand our involvement with schools, retail, and other
east Charlotte civic organizations? Few issues were overlooked.

As someone said at the meeting, in a burst of enthusiasm, "Grove
Park is rising.”




GENERAL MEETING
GROVE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Grove Park Neighborhood Association met on February 18 at Hickory Grove
Elementary School, Pence Road.

After the business portion of the program, Officer Brady from the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police Dept. gave our “lack of crime” report. Our other guests were
from the City of Charlotte Code Enforcement and Zoning. They enlightened us on
types of things we should make them aware and conditions which would constitute
to get zoning involved in a situation.

Also, as an added bonus, Bobby Williams, our block captain on Deliah Court,
spoke on “How We Do It on Deliah.” He suggested getting to know your
neighbors before calling code enforcement about a situation. There could be a
problem such as a language barrier, sickness or just not realizing that some things
are not acceptable in the City. He spoke on working with neighbors and helping
them understand. Bobbie's helpfulness and generosity must be working on Deliah
because neighbors from his street were at the meeting to lend him support.
Deliah Ct. neighbors have themselves a fine block captain.

There were many first-time attendees at the meeting. Total attendance was
around 50. Everyone at meeting was very interested and enthusiastic in the
subject matter presented and enjoyed the Q&A session.

Please join us at our meetings with your comments, ideas and concerns. We look forward to seeing you at our
next meeting.

Grove Park Is Leading The Way For Public Arton

HaI'I'IS BI‘"I! Grove Park Neighborhood Association is once

again taking a leading role in making sure that our community remains “Public Art enhances
vibrant and strong. Through a unique opportunity offered by the Arts & the environment,
Science Council (ASC), over the next 10-12 months we will be working creates a sense of place,
with local artists to develop public art that will be installed on Harris expresses a
Blvd. Because Harris is the “front door” to our neighborhood, we community’s values and
asked the ASC to help us develop art that would visually tell the story identity, and can bring
of the vitality of our community and, in doing so, help to dispel the creative people together
perception that the area is declining economically. As a result, Grove to find solutions to s
Park was one of only five neighborhoods chosen for this special : community's
opportunity! To complement the ASC art on Harris Blvd. we have infrastructure and SOCIa;!
applied for a City Neighborhood Matching Grant to install art in Grove challenges.

Park proper. If approved for the City grant both art projects will run (NC Arts Council:
concurrently. We hope that you're as excited by this as we are. Visit www.ncarts.org)

www.grove-park.org for more information and to learn how you can get
involved in what is going to be a very fun and exciting project!
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INKLINGS OF
GROVE PARK

Our Grove Park/Ravenwood book club,
"Inklings" hosted Charlotte author Gil
Ballance in the January meeting at JoAnn
Garret's home in Ravenwood. His semi-
autographical book Leah's Journey Home
is a story about rural life on the edge of
the Great Dismal Swamp at the turn of
the 20th century. Inklings began about 3
years ago and this is the fourth author
they've hosted.

Their March selection
is Wide
Neighborhoods, an
autobiography of
Mary Breckenridge,
founder of the
Frontier Nursing
Service.

Spend your free time with your family, NOT

re-staining the deck. We have the tools, skills HOME BAHE &

and time for those odd jobs you have been

plankg i HOME CLEANING

Painting Plumbing Nast fOr the nelgthrS Of

Carpentry Gutters
)rywall Light Fixtures
Fences Tile Repair

7506 Shady Lane
Charlotte, NC 28215

rgpainting2005@hotmail.com
www.RGPainting.net
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In the last issue of the Gazette we
highlighted those we call "The
Originals": neighbors who were the
first to live in their homes and have
never left. Here are a few more, plus
one person, important to our
neighborhood, but a non-resident,
who has known us for a quarter

century.

Vera Jones - Farm Gate Dr.

Not all Grove Park homes were built in the 1950's. Farm Gate is an example of how the
neighborhood expanded in the 1980's when a new section was added. Vera Jones was
relocated here from Florida as an employee of Eckerds and bought one of the first lots sold on
Farm Gate. The shopping center on Harris and the Rosecroft condominiums had not been
built yet, and Harris was a narrower, quieter street. "Our lot was in a cow pasture,” said Vera.
"Buying it was the most glorious feeling. It wasn't exactly country, but it was quiet.” Vera loves
Grove Park, and has wonderful memories of raising two daughters here. She was especially
delighted with the new Grove Park signage. "When | turn into the neighborhood," she said, "I
feel special.”

Fran Johnson - Lakeside Drive

Mrs Johnson hadn't intended to live in Grove Park. She and her husband had actually bought
land on Hwy 49, but sold to the university when it wanted to expand. This was 1957, but,
fortunately, the Johnsons found a model home "out in the country" in the small

neighborhood of Grove Park. The house had a huge front window, turquoise trim and a
kitchen full of green, yellow, black and red linoleum. It was very 1950's. They also had the first
clothes dryer on the block. They loved the peace and quiet here. Neighborhood kids and
dogs all ran loose together and Mrs. Johnson remembers a German Shephard who wanted to |
be on the school bus. There was a barn nearby where horses were boarded, and neighbors ‘
rode the horses up and down the streets. Though this was not the Johnson's first choice for a
home, Mrs. Johnson is not only very glad they settled here, but that her daughter, Judy Hall, also bought a house in
the neighborhood. And, by the way, that linoleum is long gone!

Hamer and Robbie Leach - Linda Lake Drive

In 1958, Hamer and Robbie purchased a lot on Linda Lake Drive from Walter & Barrett
Realtors®. Hamer drew up the plans for their home, supervised during construction and even
wired the house himself to ensure that his family would have a wonderful place to live. After
their home was completed in January of 1960, the Leach family moved in and began to build a
life in Grove Park. During this time, the neighborhood had not yet become part of the city, so
the roads were made of dirt and the country atmosphere surrounded their home. Robbie
remembers a warm June day when she and Hamer decided to have an outdoor birthday
celebration for their daughter Laura's third birthday. “At some point during the party, a very
friendly cow just wandered through the yard,” she said. Although the neighborhood is no longer
as “country” as it was back then, Hamer and Robbie still enjoy living in Grove Park. “We like the
curved roads and old trees. It's just a nice, rural atmosphere, “said Robbie. They also believe that
the Grove Park Neighborhood Association has done a lot for the neighborhood and they enjoy

the garden tours every year.
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Royce Palley - Mailman of Grove Park

Last September, Royce celebrated 45 years with the U.S. Postal Service, and for about 25
of those years, he has proudly served Grove Park. There are many things he enjoys about
the area, including the ponds he passes on his route, the wise old trees and the sheer
beauty of the neighborhood. However, his favorite thing about Grove Park is the ability to
get to know the people he sees on his route each day. “There are a lot of great people in
Grove Park, and many of them have been here since | started my route,” said Royce.
“Once you get to know these people, they allow you to be privy to things going on in
their lives.” Royce has seen many developments and changes throughout the
neighborhood, and has even known a few families long enough to see their children grow
from babies to adults, allowing him feel very connected to the community. Right now,
Royce is finding a lot of joy in getting to know the new members of the neighborhood, so
be sure to wave or say hello as he passes by!

S0 What Is Happening
With The House At

g::lrrli IE' Robinson Patty Copeland

We received an email from Melissa Lockamy of Affordab le

Charlotte Code Enforcement. They believe the . .
insurance company and adjusters have been Pet Slttlng

doing their job, but it was taking too long, so

Code Enforcement has opened a housing case House S itting

to investigate. A hearing date with the owner

is set for March 19. After the hearing there will Grove Park & ViCillit}’

be an Order to Demolish. The demolition

could happen quickly, or, especially if the city 7108 Linda Lake Dr.

ends up doing the demolition, it could be as o
long as three months. Such a sad story. The 704-307-9811

house had just been completely renovated pe ﬁnnegan@aol. com

and the owner was set to move in.
—’;:'r References available
v ~
A

A




We Have Our Own
Mini-library

March 15 was a grand day at the Triangle
(where Linda Lake, Terry Lane and
Lakeside intersect) with a Garden Club
clean-up and dedication of our very own
mini-library. Thanks to the inspiration and
construction ability of Skip Griffin, the
artistic talents of Gail Whitcomb, and the
support of painters Shelin Wilder and
Chris Mau, we possess an object of of the event, go to

beauty and value and are proud members our website,
of the national Little Library Association. www.grove-park.org.

To see all the pictures

Here are the rules for using the mini-library:

You may take any book and just keep it, or borrow and return. You may
donate any worthwhile book, with the understanding that it should be
suitable for general readership. That's it. Simple. Now, let's read!

Garden Club has been busy so far this year.

Visit to Newell Farmer's Market - February 15th the Garden Club visited
Newell Farmer's Market. Various pointers were given by Debbie and Nancy
on planting vegetable gardens, If you haven't visited the Market, drop by
and visit. They are open year-round.

Triangle Cleanup - March 14, a cleanup was held at the Triangle to spruce
up for the upcoming Garden Tour and other events. After the clean-up Skip
Griffin installed a free, mini-library. Please come by and check out the
library, pick out a book and sit and rest awhile in the garden.

Garden Tour - And of course the Garden
Club has been planning non-stop for the

Garden Tour. Mark your calendar and tell 2014 ﬂnnnE“

your friends. There will be, as always,

beautiful gardens for you to walk through T““n sn“E T“E

and enjoy. You may even pick up a few nn'I'E.
gardening tips from our gardeners. -

April 13
Mary-Ellen Jones 1-5 P.m.

Contact for more information:

DECEMBER
YARD OF THE
MONTH

Dan & Lisa Milloy
7126 Linda Lake Drive

Thanks to Dan & Lisa for this
elegantly decorated home that
gave a welcoming look to their
front entrance. Beautiful
wreaths were hung on the
double front doors and
exquisite ornaments hung
above the banisters on the
front porch. There were lights
across the top of the porch
and lights used to illuminate
the porch and the front steps.

When you passed this home,
you felt you were looking at a
Christmas Card that said
Happy Holidays from the
Milloys.

This was a month when we
could have had several
winners as there were many
beautifully decorated yards
and our lakes are always
glistening with light at
Christmas Time. We were late
in deciding a winner as we did
a "lot of looking and then
relooking".

Jewell, Maryann & Fred
Yard of the Month Committee

To get on the email list for

upcoming meetings email Mary-

Ellen Jones at jjimij@gmail.com.
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Grier Academy is presently planning a big push on reading and not just for the students. The
upcoming Spring Book Fair is encouraging parent participation as well. The fair will also
include selections of books of interest to parents. Family Night, February 27th, provides the
perfect opportunity for moms and dads to engage in this activity with their children.
Contributions are gladly appreciated so come out and support the school in this effort.

Grier is always in need of student uniforms which are available for purchase at Target,
Wal-Mart or Kohl’s. Please go to Joseph W. Grier Academy’s website for the uniform policy and
items’ list.

Current Calendar of Events
Feb 3 - Mar 15 ACCESS testing window for all LEP students
Feb 20 - 21 SPRING BOOK FAIR
Feb 24 - 28 SPRING BOOK FAIR
Feb 27 SPRING BOOK FAIR Family Night
Mar 7 Mother/Son Dance
Mar 28 Last Day of 3rd Quarter
Workday - No School

g O
BIR PaRK CRIME REDUCTION
GRO Y jwnas® AWARD GIVEN

sond Grove Park residents can consider themselves very

DO 1he thjqxafko fortunate. Why? Because, on January 22, 2014, the
of & 4o 5 Crime Reduction Award was presented to CMPD’s
1sib 5, 0B w2 (Charlotte Mecklenburg Police Department’s) Hickory
of GYO\TG? d0eS: Grove Division which includes East Charlotte of which
cen © 1cKd Grove Park is a part, where crime dropped by a
paee ol oS staggering 14 percent during the year 2013! This is
ard® s \N“ees’ \ fantastic! In comparison, crime reduction for the
N\l’ﬁha‘t’oh ’ arrOW S entire city of Charlotte only decreased by 5%. There
s’sal‘\mgs’urnmg doves \ are 13 divisions in Charlotte. Hickory Grove ranked at
chnes, g 10AS, \ the top of the list far above all other districts. The
MoC erns’ awards ceremony included media coverage from
B,o‘omsa b‘ueb-‘rds, channels, 14, 9 and 3. Captain Chuck Henson,
e 3&373 a o TiT \ commander of the Hickory Grove Division accepted
Tnese ar & par \ the award. The program also included a flag
Jive 3 ool ceremony and words spoken by our own Grove Park
Tha‘t’ 1 the resident, Maureen Gilewski. Our neighborhood is not
e in the aars only safe and beautifully scenic, but great.
of oWi8 r.’//' AT Congratulations!

e """*‘“"/,’
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Why | love Young Living Essential oils.
by Cheryl Jesitus (part 3)

Essential Oils are an extension of plants. One or
more parts of the plants are extracted to gain its
essence. Extracting the oils can be achieved
through various methods, steam distillation is the
safest. Always know the source of your essential
oil so that you know it is pure.

The essential oils can be soothing, anti-
spasmodic, antiseptic, calming, warming,
stimulating, antiviral and contain many other
properties.

One of the other things | love most about
essential oils it that they will assist you on so
many levels: physical, mental, emotional, and
spiritual level and areas where we do not even
have awareness!

Frankincense for instance — when the resin is
burned most people experience calm, when
applied to a body part, it is an anti-inflammatory.

Many people consider Frankincense holy and
spiritual in both the resinous and essential oil
form, they say that it lifts their spirits. And in
lifting their spirits it is raising them spiritually and
emotionally.

You could come to my house any day of the
week and smell Frankincense resin burning,
especially when | am cleaning the house. It feels
like it cleans the energy of the house as well. |
don't have any proof, but | think it keeps the dogs
calmer as well. 3)

| teach a free introduction class every month,
call me to register. 704-779-0968 or email me
at Cheryl@OpenWing.net. | am not a Medical
Doctor, just a gal who is really enthusiastic about
Essential Oils.

THERESA MCDONALD, Realtor®

Serving Buyers and Sellers
throughout the Charlette
region.

Call/Text 704 236 9340

University Office

145 West WT Harris Blvd
Charlotte, NC 28262
theresa mcdonald@allentate com
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People are buyin_é'—
\:*  Ready to selk?

/\\

Not moving? My morthly MARKET REPORT will
keep you mlormed sboul the histings and sales in your
naghborhood My HOME NOTES newsletter will
provade handy, timely tps for mamtarung 2nd improv-

mg your home. My quarterly newsletter RE
TRENDSwill bring broader real estate news (o you.
CALLTEXT or EMAIL to SIGNUP

Contact us early

_( :/}4 uy'f/ rieh
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moer tAan peut ¢ ¢ o

Custom design floral arrangements (fresh & artificial) 6
county wide ‘personal’ delivery area Specialized props
& décor for themed event.

April 20 - Easter
April 23 - Administrative Professionals Day
May 11 - Mothers Day
May 15 Peace Officers memorial Day
May 26 - Memorial Day

6911 Lakeside Drive, Charlotte, NC 28215
704.563.1289
Florist Division: Shelin@DesignsByShelin.com
Landscape Division: Details@DesignsByShelin.com

www.merchantcircle.com/business/Designs.by.Shelin.
704-563-1289
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BLUE RIBBON
COMPUTER GUY

25 years using PCs

Free 30-minute phone consults

Grove Park and Ravenwood housecalls
@ $15/hour

Hardware and software repairs

W/95 to W/XP a specialty

Purchase advice, apps ideas, network setup

Training sessions

Call Richard at 704-568-0463 M-F / 9-5

B et

Newell Farmers Mlar'ket

Providing Locally Grown
Produce and Meat Products

University Area
1704 Rocky River Road, Charlotte, NC
704-578-1415 or 704-614-2363
newellfarmersmarket.com

Avon

Making Your Life Beautiful

Kristine Fisher

Repcosentative

7223 Linda Lake Drive
Charlotte NC
28215

tD | /WWW.yOUravon.com
kristinefisher

ek ALl

7223 Linda Lake Drive
Charlotte
North Carolina 28215
704.532-0102 Home
704-819.0409 Cell
Yoves2sew (@ msn.com
www.sewletsdance.com

PIANO LESSONS

Robert L.
Kennedy
704.996.6203

Former College -
University Instructor

Minister of Music




AFFORDABLE TIRE
& AUTO CARE "

“Family Owned & Operated Since 984"

DONT
DESPAIR,
JUST
REPAIR

401 West 24th Street,
Charlotte, NC 28206
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Dr. Dickey is in and ready to do your

yearly automotive inspections! BRUCE (DR.) DICKEY
Alignments Oil Changes BOBBY HARRELSON

Batteries Preventative Maintenance
Belts & Hoses Shocks & Struts *ATAC is only 10 minutes from
Brakes Tire Repair Grove Park right near WSOC and
*
General Repairs Towing Tune-Ups Amtrak

New & Used Tires

“SE HABLA ESPANOL”
Fredis

WE ACCEPT THESE CREDIT CARDS
AM EX — DISCOVER — MC/VISA — WRIGHT EXPRESS FLEET




