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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
As you can see from the Gazette's cover photo, our
neighborhood signs are finished and installed...all 30 of
them. It would be hard for anyone to drive on any street
from Harris Blvd. to Robinson Church and not know which
neighborhood they were driving through.
In the midst of our joy, we need to remember and thank
everyone who made this possible. Brenda Cook, our first
brave board president and her equally brave board, all
breaking new ground and having the first vision of what we
could become. Maureen Gilewski, taking over as
president as well as being a block captain and working
with E.A.S.T. on larger east Charlotte projects, along with
a very active board, including the wonderful Jewel Davis
who found and compared sign companies and who
produced our first set of cost estimates. To Kaye Walsh,
board president after Maureen, and her board, who
refused to let the idea fade away and kept it constantly
in front of us, raising enough money to see us through
our part of the project without depleting the treasury. Our
current board of Emily Wu, Sherry Vickery , Debbie Tipton, and Kaye Walsh, shepherding us
through the last stages, there for the final victory.
Most of all, of course, and once again, Maureen Gilewski and Gail Whitcomb who took on the task of
grant writing and made it happen.
So, it's done. And now we, the present and past presidents; we, the present and past board
members; we, the financial donors; we, the time-givers; we, the endless meeting and discussion
attendees; we, the residents who cheered and encouraged; we, all of us, can rejoice.
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Important Neighborhood Meeting
About the Quality of Life Study
Tuesday, Sept. 24, 6:30 pm, Hickory Grove Rec Center
Understanding Charlotte's Quality of Life Study is critical to understanding the progress
of the Hickory Grove area and east Charlotte. It tells us about our home values, the
demographics of those around us, our business and construction climate plus much
more, and how these things have been changing from year to year. If you are building
your life in east Charlotte, you need this information.
Our presenter is Neighborhood and Business Service's Tom Warshauer, a North Carolina
native who has 23 years experience in city revitalization, plus degrees from Rice
University and MIT. Joining us for this meeting are our friends in Ravenwood
Neighborhood Association.
Even if you don't often come to neighborhood meetings, you don't want to miss this
one.

TEDDY’S
PIZZA
(
)
and much, much more

Home of the Cleveland Browns
5820 E W.T.Harris Blvd.

Charlotte,	
  NC	
  	
  28215

EVERYDAY TEDDY'S SPECIALS
Buffalo	
  Shrimp...8	
  pcs....	
  $6.49	
  	
  	
  16	
  pcs...	
  $10.99	
  	
  	
  	
  
24	
  pcs....	
  $16.99

704.536.1660

Hours:	
  	
  Mon	
  -‐	
  Thurs	
  11	
  am	
  to	
  11	
  p.m.	
  
	
  
	
  	
  Fri	
  &	
  Sat	
  11	
  a.m.	
  to	
  midnight
	
  
	
  	
  Sundays	
  12	
  Noon	
  to	
  10	
  pm
	
  

We deliver!!

PIzza,	
  Wings,	
  Pasta	
  and	
  Calzones,	
  Salads,	
  
Hamburgers,	
  French	
  Fries,	
  Oven	
  Baked	
  Subs,	
  
much	
  more	
  plus	
  Everyday	
  Specials!!

You've gotta try Teddy's.
Your neighborhood pizza guy!!

2	
  Large	
  2-‐Toppings	
  or	
  1	
  Large	
  2-‐Toppings	
  +	
  10	
  
Wings....$15.99
Cleveland	
  Browns	
  Special:
2	
  Large	
  2-‐Toppings	
  +	
  20	
  Wings...$23.99
Ted's	
  Special	
  Quad	
  Burger	
  (4	
  layers	
  of	
  meat,	
  4	
  
slices	
  of	
  cheese	
  with	
  bacon
between	
  each	
  layer)	
  ...$9.99

EASTLAND DEVELOPMENT
BY: JOHN AUTRY, CHARLOTTE CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 5

On August 15th Charlotte’s Council for Economic Development (ED) Committee voted to
recommend to the city council to enter into what’s called a Memorandum of
Understanding with Studio Charlotte Development. Here’s the language for the motion:
“Direct staff to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Studio Charlotte
Development, LLC and present a possible development agreement framework to the
Economic Development Committee for review within six months.”
This means over the coming months the city will dig deeper into the Studio Charlotte plan. Staff will evaluate the
city’s objectives for the redevelopment of Eastland against what is actually in the Studio Charlotte plan. We need
a clear understanding of the how funding is to be arranged and what Studio Charlotte might ask of the city.
What is the Studio Charlotte timeline? What are the risks and how might we mitigate those risks? We still have a
ways to go to get a public/private partnership, but it’s time to put all cards clearly on the table.
I believe this is the best approach and protects the city by entering an exclusive period of time to fully vet all the
aspects of the Studio Charlotte proposal. The last thing any of us want is to have the property come back to the
city down the road. We must get this right.
I’ve seen it portrayed that with ARK (the other interested group) withdrawing their proposal, the city only had
one potential partner left. We learned during the ED meeting that even if ARK had not withdrawn, the staff
recommendation still would have been to move forward with Studio Charlotte. I’ll keep you updated on
continuing developments. Please contact me anytime at jautry@charlottenc.gov or my home office at
704.537.2735.

National Night Out was a great success

TREASURER’S REPORT

On Tuesday, August 6, 2013, over 100 neighbors, guests
and pets from Grove Park and Ravenwood filled the
Triangle. National Night Out is a fun way to see old friends
and meet new neighbors. There was ice cream, cake, sliced
watermelon, bottled water and soda pop for all. Special
guests were firefighters with Engine 23, police officers
including Ericka Conway, District 5 City Councilman John
Autry, plus other guests from Hickory Grove area including
the library. Musicians Alan Davis and George Thomas
played music for the crowd. Residents dropped off 15
pounds of school supplies for the library to distribute to
deserving kids

$9,678.58
$2,766.91 Starting Total as of 6/10/13
+$ 483.67 Receipts (dues, advertising, etc)
+$6,428.00 Receipts (signage funding, including
City of Charlotte Grant)
- $ 632.89 Expenses (newsletters, flyers,
National Night Out, etc)
- $7,308.00 Expenses (signage)
$1,737.69 New Total as of 9/2/13

Mimi Davis, president of GPNA, publicly thanked everyone
and especially the two people who spearheaded the
completion of the Signage Project, Gail Whitcomb and
Maureen Gilewski, each of whom received a big hug and a
gift certificate of appreciation. The project means that every
entrance to Grove Park has a classy welcoming sign and
street sign toppers at major interior intersections.
Wonderful weather, food and great neighbors ... a fine night
for Grove Park and Ravenwood.

BY: SHERRY VICKERY

We'd like to thank the following neighbors who
have paid GPNA dues since the last newsletter:
John & Judy Hall
Greg & Laurie Hasco
Jack and Rebecca Hay
Vera Jones
Robbie & Hamer Leach
LP & Delores Magnum

THE THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE

BY: MIMI DAVIS

Certainly art is one of the "things we do for love". In the last Gazette we highlighted artists who showed their work
as part of the Grove Park/Ravenwood Garden Tour last April. In this issue we highlight another three who were at
the Triangle on that beautiful day.
CHERYL JESITUS
"I practically came out of the womb doing art", said Cheryl Jesitus as she pondered
her childhood. As early vivid memory was of being 8-years-old and being given a
large bag loaded with all kinds of art supplies. It sparked a life-long passion.
Cheryl's first art show was when she was 16 at a bank in Florida where, to her delight,
she sold $700 worth of watercolors. Her last show before the one in Grove Park was
a few years ago in Dilworth where she showed her jewelry. She now concentrates on
photography. Cheryl also has become an expert on the use of essential oils for
health and wellness, her main business. Through personal consultations and her
workshops, she teaches others the benefits of these oils for both people and animals.

ORREN HIGHTOWER
Orren Hightower makes rock sculptures. Lots of them. He says
his art abilities came from his mother, who was a painter and a
graphics designer. Though athletics were his main interests in
high school, he always sketched in his spare time. After being
drafted and sent to Vietnam, where he won 11 medals, he went
back to school to study business administration and now has
discovered his love for rocks. The amazing thing about his
work, other than the incredible number of pieces, is that all are
free-standing, with no glue or cement holding them together.
They make his front yard look absolutely sensational. When
invited to show at the Garden Tour he decided not to sell
anything. He just gave away rocks...for free.

RACHEL FUSSELL
Rachel Fussell is our youngest artist but with fabulous talent. She just graduated
from high school last year and is a student at CPCC in a program that will merge
into UNC-Charlotte next year. Then she'll have to make the decision whether to
continue in art or switch to computer technology, another interest. Rachel has
been involved in art since she was a toddler, and just last year her AP studio
portfolio was given the highest score possible in a juried evaluation. She says
that doing art is easy for her and makes her feel confident.

OUR MAY BLOCK CAPTAIN’S COOKOUT

What a great time spent with wonderful and
generous neighbors! Our May Block Captain's
Party at Alan and Mimi Davis' house was so much
fun with terrific food and great weather right up
until the evening rains came and we all
scrambled for cover. This is sure to become a
yearly event.

New Block Captain
Keith Trask is now a block captain for the 7200
block of N. Lakeside. Keith and his wife Carol
live on N. Lakeside, and Keith is a Vietnam
veteran and was a service technician in the
electronics, automotive and electric fork trucks
industry. Keith is now retired which gives them
time to spend with their four adult children and
14 grandchildren. He and Carol have been
married 27 years.
One day as Keith and Carol were driving around Charlotte, they pulled
into Williams Road, and Keith immediately said, " I want to live here."
And here they have been for the past 16 years. Grove Park immediately
impressed them both. Thank you Keith and Carol for your time given
to our community.

SQUIRREL WOES
Oh, we had a little squirrel
Who just wouldn't go away,
And he raided our feeders
Every night and every day.
So we tried a floating baffle
Which he quickly overtook.
Seems the only way to stop him
Is a big sky hook!
8/1/13
Lin Vickery

GROVE PARK/RAVENWOOD GARDEN CLUB
Garden Club Yard Sale on Saturday, Sept, 21
Home of Mimi and Alan Davis, 6700 Linda Lake Drive

As you sort through boxes, closets, drawers, and sheds,
please donate your unwanted items for the yard sale - a good
time to 'unstuff your life. Mimi and Alan Davis (6700 Linda
Lake Drive) graciously accept our donations throughout the
year (a great convenience for all of us). Please write to Mimi
at davisxyz@hotmail.com to set up a time to drop off your
donations.
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Advertising signs - Signs advertising the sale need to put up
about a week in advance, and taken down shortly after the
sale.
Pricing and sorting (6700 Linda Lake Dr.) - Sept. 18, 10:30
a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; Sept.19, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.; and Sept. 20,
10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Setting up and working the first half of the sale - Sept.21,
6:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Working the second half of the sale and packing up - Sept.
21, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Last year more than thirty volunteers worked hard to ensure
the success of the sale. If you have told me that you will
help, please confirm. If you have not signed up yet, please
do so. We need you.
Although the yard sale is a lot of work, it is also a lot of fun.
Warmly,
Mary-Ellen Jones

AUGUST YARD
OF THE MONTH
BY: JEWELL DAVIS AND
MARYANN WILLIAMS

Faye and Bruce Blakeney
7220 Lakeside Drive

This is a “COOL” yard thanks to

the “COOL” massive pin oak
tree in the front yard as it is so
beautiful and cool for the shade
it provides. This is a WOW tree
which stands watch over the
lovely yard. At the driveway
entrance there are lantanas,
begonias and knockout roses
around the coach lamp to
welcome visitors. The wooded
area behind their house
provides quiet and privacy for
their back porch (and hot tub).
There are cannas blooming and
large fish pond. A special
thanks the Blakeneys for sharing
their lovely yard with us.

Pat Lyke, gardener extraordinaire, tells garden club members
the secrets of creating new plants from old at the August
meeting. For more information about garden club activities
contact Mary-Ellen Jones, 704-536-5549 or
jjimij@gmail.com.

To get on the email list for upcoming meetings
email Mary-Ellen Jones at jjimij@gmail.com.

As the neighborhood association
continues to expand we need a board
that expands as well. At the last
neighborhood meeting Kaye Walsh
offered to run for Social Chair and we
enthusiastically elected her. She will coordinate social events for
the neighborhood. Kaye has lived in Grove Park for 15 years and
was the association's immediate past president. "It's important to
be involved," says Kaye, "because your voice can be heard about
things going on on your street, in your community and in east
Charlotte in general. You don't just sit back and complain. You
do something." Kaye is married to her husband, Mark and has a
son, Brian.

The Grove Park
Board Has A New
Social Chair!

Maureen Gilewski is Our New
Block Captain Coordinator

We love our block captains, and so does Maureen, who knows Grove
Park like the back of her hand. Beginning immediately she will handle
communications between the block captains and the board, arrange
back-up when someone is out of town, and help coordinate "Goals &
Visions", a yearly meeting of board members, committee chairs, and
block captains where our vision of the future is defined and goals set.
"The board can't interact with every neighbor," says Maureen, "but the
block captains can. The individual connection is vital." Maureen and
neighbor Gail Whitcomb were the two who wrote the grant for our new
signage, and Maureen has also served as president of Grove Park.

GROVE PARK FOURTH OF JULY
PARADE AND CELEBRATION
Over 700 people came out to watch the 34 marching
groups in the 45th Annual Hickory Grove parade. The
150 marchers included new Mayor Patsy Kinsey, WBT's
Steve Crump as Grand Marshall, Katie Clements, Miss
Hickory Grove 2013 and several veterans with American
Legion Post 400. A local Shriners group showed off their
motorcycle skills. Also seen were City Council members
James Mitchell and John Autry, candidates for mayor,
Edwin Peacock and Patrick Cannon, Mecklenburg County
Commissioner Trevor Fuller and NC Senator Malcolm
Graham.
Our wonderful firehouse 23 crew led the parade and the friendly officers of CMPD watched over traffic and
safety. The 12 Grove Park kazooers were superbly directed by the talented Maestro Alan Davis. A great time was
had by all.

GROVE PARK FOUNDERS DAY LAWN PARTY
FOUNDERS DAY, FUN, FOOD AND FOND MEMORIES
BY: DEBBIE TIPTON

Original homeowners contact Mimi Davis at 704.499.3918
We are so pleased to give you the details to our upcoming Founders
Day Lawn Party.

Satu

12 N
7215

rday
,

oon

Oct.

- 3:0

Lake

26

0 pm

side

E.

There will be music and games for the kids. Everyone bring your favorite potluck
dish, chair or blankets, and GPNA will provide hamburgers and hotdogs but most of all,
bring your precious memories of living in Grove Park.
Some of you have lived here your whole life or moved and then came back. We want you to share your
memories with us. For example, pictures that you may have, happenings in the neighborhood, interesting
artifacts you've found in and around your home. We want to hear your stories . . . anything that you can share
with the neighbors. We all know that Grove Park is unique and a wonderful place to live and your memories,
pictures, etc. will just reinforce why we love Grove Park. We will display your treasures at the Party.
We'll be sending out a reminder a few weeks before the Party. Hope to see you there. You are going to be
happy that you attended.
See you then!

Thank you to the Signage Clean-up Day Crew that worked very hard picking up litter, trimming, etc.
throughout Grove Park.

Mosquito

TM

Wackers

FALL 2013

SPECIAL

$49
PER FOGGING

Mosquitoes transmit diseases from one human or animal to
another! We're Grove Park residents since 1988 and understand
the neighborhood mosquito problem. We'll help you take
your backyard back and enjoy the outdoors again. Call today!

704-534-4055 / 980-335-0543
For more info and/or questions email: bkirkman1@yahoo.com
(North Carolina Licensed)

Custom design floral arrangements (fresh & artificial) 6
county wide ‘personal’ delivery area Specialized props
& décor for themed event.

October 16 - Boss's Day
November 28 - Thanksgiving
December 25 - Christmas
January 1 - New Years
6911 Lakeside Drive, Charlotte, NC 28215
704.563.1289
Florist Division: Shelin@DesignsByShelin.com
Landscape Division: Details@DesignsByShelin.com
www.merchantcircle.com/business/
Designs.by.Shelin.704-563-1289

BLUE RIBBON
COMPUTER GUY

WE DO IT RIGHT.

25 years using PCs
Free 30-minute phone consults
Grove Park and Ravenwood housecalls
@ $15/hour
Hardware and software repairs

Licensed electrician, interior and exterior
painting, carpentry, plumbing, drywall,
decks, light hauling.
Seven years experience with Grove Park
homes and many Grove Park references.

W/95 to W/XP a specialty
"I can fix your house."

Purchase advice, apps ideas, network setup
Training sessions

Seth Lemmert
(704) 712-3546

Call Richard at 704-568-0463 M-F / 9-5

Advertise your home business in
the Grove Park Gazette.
We offer discounts for residents of Grove Park
Neighborhood!
This is all you pay per issue after the discount is
figured. The newsletter is published four times
a year.
1/8 page - $18
1/4 page - $27
1/2 page - $45
Contact Mimi Davis at
davisxyz@hotmail.com

Joseph W. Grier Academy
Calendar Events
Sep 9-12"

Cog AT7 (Gr.2)

Sep 9-13

MAP Round 1 and Reading 3D

Sep 10

BOG3 Pretest…(Gr.3)

Sep 10-12"

BOG Pretest …(Gr.3)

Sep 13" "

BOG3 Test

Sep 13 ""

School Pictures

Sep 16-20"

BOG Makeups" "

Sep 19" "

6:00 pm Curriculum Night

Sep 23-27"

MAP Round 1 & Reading 3D

Sep 25" "
"
"

Parent/Student Compacts
due to Ms. Cunningham

Sep 28 ""
"
"
"
"

8:00 AM Parent Forum –
Save the Date! Hosted at
Grier

"
"

8-1 Forode Parents-Reserve
la Fecha

"
"

Sep 30–Oct 9 " Book Fair
Oct 29 " "

Last Day of 1st Quarter

Nov 1 " "

Teacher Workday

"

Parent Conferences

"

Nov 27-29 "

Block

Holiday – No School

Captain

:

ail:
ct Det

Conta

NEW BLOCK CAPTAIN
The new block captain for 7300 block of
Lakeside is Elizabeth Munira von Briesen.
Elizabeth has been married to Daniel for
23 years. She is originally from
Massachusetts, moved to Washington,
DC, and then graduated from the
University of Virginia. Elizabeth and
Daniel are both instructors at CPCC
where she teaches Introduction to
Computers.
The von Briesen's have five children from age 11-19. Four are
still at home and one of their daughters attends Duke University
where she is a sophomore. She graduated from Rocky River
High School.
Elizabeth and her family love Grove Park. She says the kids love
the neighborhood where they enjoy walking around with their
friends and having their friends visiting their home. Elizabeth's
daughter Maryam helps her with community service (delivering
flyers, etc. to the neighborhood.) Elizabeth says, "there is no
other area in Charlotte that I would want to live and raise my
family. I think we'll be in Grove Park for many more years. We
have a lot of good memories in this home."

VERY IMPORTANT
"The Quality of Life Study"
with

Tom Warshauer, Neighborhood and
Business Services
If you don't come to another meeting all year, please
try to come to this one.
Tom Warshauer is with Charlotte's Neighorhood and
Business Services. His presentation is based on
research of the city's Quality of Life studies from past
years, leading up to the newest one, and will present
his findings to our combined neighborhood
associations. These studies show us the direction
that east Charlotte, Hickory Grove in particular, is
going, and lets us try to predict changes that may
come.

Grove Park/
Ravenwood Joint
Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 24,
6:30 pm

Hickory Grove Rec.
Center
6709 Pence Rd.

If you are going to make a life in east Charlotte, you
need this information. Our property values depend
on it, neighborhood association goals can be formed
by it, and our activities are, in part, guided by it. As
always, refreshments and neighborly camaraderie
will be available.

For more information, contact Mimi Davis, 704-499-3918, or
davisxyz@hotmail.com.

