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WHAT’S GOING ON AT JOSEPH W. GRIER ACADEMY | gy: ann nIcHOLS

Grier’s been busy. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools
Superintendent paid a visit to Grier on November
15, and he appeared pleased with what he saw. Dr.
Heath Morrison spent time in classrooms interacting
with students and teachers, was introduced to
employees in maintenance and the cafeteria, and
became better acquainted with administrative staff
including Principal Theresa Townsend. The school
demonstrated lots of pride and success on this

particular day.

Meanwhile, the PTA (Parent Teachers Association)
continued planning the second half of the school year
by recruiting volunteers, organizing different types of
fundraisers for educational programs and scheduling

various events.

Grier Academy continues to accept donations of new
uniforms for students. White shirts and blouses,
khaki pants, and navy sweaters or jackets. All sizes
are needed. C’'mon Grove Park, let’s do what we can
to support our neighborhood school.

Keep up the good work Grier!

Here’s a list future events:

Book Fair February 22nd — March 1%t Hours: 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
February 28t (Family Night) 7-8:00 p.m.
March 1t Last day Hours: 9:30-11:00 a.m.
(also order at Grier’s website)

Father/Daughter Dance March 13t 6:30-9:00 p.m.

Dads, pull your dancing shoes out of the closet and brush up on your 2
step or the Electric Slide?! The Mother/Son Dance was held at the

beginning of February. Sons and moms had a ball!
Fundraisers (continuous support for educational programs)

Box Tops for education labels to support instruction programs
Send to: Joseph W. Grier Academy, C/o Box Top Coor., 8330 Grier Rd.,
Charlotte, NC 28215

Coke Rewards
Send bottle caps (Coke Products labeled “mycokerewards”. Points go
toward student prizes and incentives. Mail to: Joseph W. Grier

Academy, C/o Coke Rewards Program Coor., same address as above.

TEDDY'S PIZZA

(and much, much more)
Home of the Cleveland Browns

5820 E W.T.Harris Blvd.
Charlotte, NC 28215

704.536.1660

Hours: Mon -Thurs 11 amto 11 p.m.
Fri & Sat 11 a.m. to midnight
Sundays 12 Noon to 10 pm

Plzza, Wings, Pasta and Calzones, Salads,
Hamburgers, French Fries, Oven Baked Subs,
much more plus Everyday Specials!!

You've gotta try Teddy's.
Your neighborhood pizza guy!!

EVERYDAY TEDDY'S SPEGIALS

Buffalo Shrimp...8 pcs.... $6.49 16 pcs... $10.00
24 pcs.... $16.99

2 Large 2-Toppings or 1 Large 2-Toppings + 10
Wings....515.99

Cleveland Browns Special:
2 Large 2-Toppings + 20 Wings...$23.99

Ted's Special Quad Burger (4 layers of meat, 4
slices of cheese with bacon
between each layer) ...$9.99
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Grove Park Neighborhood Association Meeting~

BY: DEBBIETIPTON

The GPNA met on Tuesday 2/19/2013. We had a great meeting with about 45 attendees. There were scheduled speakers
and one surprise speaker. Here is a brief summary of our meeting:

*  Erica Conway, Grove Park’s neighborhood resource office with CMPD, gave crime report. She spoke of the incident
at Shady Lane. The case is still open and being investigated.

o She spoke of the new ordinance on rental property which forces owner’s of rental property to be accountable of
their renters. Beginning January 1, 2013, a new ordinance requires all rental property owners in Charlotte to
register their buildings with the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, which CMPD says will help it respond
quicker to emergencies and track spots in the city where crime is flourishing.

. Sarah Beth Mulet and Anne Marie Malbon of Habitat for
Advertise your home Humanity gave a presentation on tips for weatherizing our homes.
business in the Grove al Whitcomb. 2 Grove Park meihbor. has submitted

. ai itcomb, a Grove Park neighbor, has submitted an
Park Gazette.

application for our neighborhood to receive a matching grant for our
neighborhood signs. To receive the grant, the neighborhood attended a
retreat and now must put in 200 hours of community service regarding the

We offer discounts for residents of
signage. The kick-off will be on 4/14/13, the weekend of the Garden Tour.

Grove Park Neighborhood! We should have our signs by the end of summer, if we meet our goals.
This is all you pay per issue after the . John Autry (district 5 representative for Grove Park) made a
discount is figured. The newsletter is surprise visit and spoke of the new city manager candidates, Eastland Mall,

airport and budgeting, Bank of America Stadium remodeling, street car
and various other activities of interest to our community.

published four times a year.

1/8 page - $18 _ _ )
Hope to see you at our next neighborhood meeting. They are important,

1/4 page - $27 SO pleas.e attend tq stay on top of nelghborh(?od news, as well as time well
spent with your neighbors. Date and time will be announced later.

1/2 page - $45

Contact Mimi Davis at
davisxyz@hotmail.com




THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE

BY: MIMI DAVIS

THE HERO CHIHUAHUA OF LINDA LAKE DRIVE

Normally in "The Things We Do For Love" column we highlight the myriad
ways our Grove Park neighbors work outside our neighborhood to support
the common good. Our subject this time can only prove that you don't
have to be big, or even a person, to do great things.

Jan Stroud, a lovely lady with a cheerful welcome and a friendly attitude,
lives at the corner of Linda Lake Dr. and Lakeside. She loves her Grove Park
community having moved here with her husband, Don in 1988, and
established a home for her family, which she combined with her job at
Hickory Grove Baptist Church and, through them, her volunteer efforts at
Hickory Grove Elementary School, as well as other places. Eight years ago
their hearts were captured by a litter of long-haired chihuahua puppies.
"This one has absolutely no personality," the owner said referring to one
cute shaggy baby. You can guess which one they grabbed up and carried
home. They named her Dixie, after a favorite boat, and she turned out to
be a quick study, learning "sit", "shake", "roll over", and "circle" (which is
sort of like chihuahua break dancing).

Then, in November of 2007, when Dixie was just 3 years old, something
unusual happened.

On Friday Jan didn't feel well, saying her eyes were bothering her. On Saturday morning she was no better, and just wanted to
rest on the sofa, when all of a sudden little Dixie became very animated. Leaping on Jan's shoulder, just like a parrot, she began
tearing at her hair with her teeth, and digging at her head with tiny claws, trying in every way she could to desperately
communicate what only she had just sensed. Jan was having a stroke.

Because we don't always believe our dogs, Jan put Dixie down, and after awhile went to bed. By the next morning she was in
the emergency room no longer able to deny the symptoms and later required surgery at Stanford Hospital in California for a rare
brain disorder.

Everyone is 5 years older now. Jan and Dixie are a team, with mutual affection as obvious as sunshine. Dixie is now 8, about
middle age for a small dog, and although | imagine she watches Jan with interest and concern she has never repeated her
behavior of that night. Tiny, but great in her way, we are proud to have this small hero as a Grove Park neighbor.

WE’VE APPLIED FOR A GRANT!

BY: MIMI DAVIS

The history of Grove Park signage goes back to when Harris Blvd was called Newell-Hickory Grove Rd. It was two lanes and
bordered Grove Park, as it does today. Driving down the road, travelers saw beautiful brick signs saying "Grove Park", but
when the street became Harris Blvd and a major state thoroughfare, it was widened and the signs were forever lost.

Some years later, when a neighborhood association was formed, there was a long-term project to replace the brick signs
with sign toppers that could be placed at the entrances to the neighborhood. Despite strong efforts by Grove Park neighbor
Jewel Davis and various boards, enough money couldn't be raised and the signage project didn't happen.

Help finally arrived in the form of a possible neighborhood matching grant from the City of Charlotte and the willingness of
two Grove Parkers, Gail Whitcomb and former GP president Maureen Gilewski who understood the process and were
trained in grant writing. The incredible 46-page proposal, which will provide for sign toppers for most of the street signs
both at the entrances and within the neighborhood, was submitted on Feb. 15 and we'll know within 60 days if it was
accepted. Our responsibility will consist mainly of volunteer hours that will be given a dollar value by the city, so we'll be
asking everyone to participate in clean-ups, distributing information, or other events that will get us the number of hours
necessary. Our neighborhood is moving forward!




CHARLIE’S STORY

BY: LIN VICKERY

It was love at first sight right there on my driveway. Not a typical
place for a love connection to happen, perhaps, but on a warm,
sunny afternoon in March 2012 | was delighted when a gorgeous
white dove appeared mysteriously on our property. From the first
moment | approached him it was evident he had a history with
humans and that he couldn't fly more than a few pitiful feet.

Charlie wouldn't permit direct physical contact, but he allowed me
to get within an arm's length before commencing his uncoordinated
flapping to escape my reach, so | herded him into my backyard
garden, a safer place for a bird on the ground.

His beauty mesmerized me. | couldn't take my eyes off him. After providing Charlie with a hearty scoop of sunflower seeds |
stepped back to allow him comfortable access to a meal. He wasted no time sampling those seeds, and within minutes had
discovered the nearby birdbath on the ground.

With Charlie safe for the moment, | made a beeline for my computer and did some quick research to see what | could learn
about his identity and his needs. Before long | realized Charlie was not a dove in the truest sense, but was a pigeon, probably
a homing pigeon since those are commonly bred for white "dove" releases.

My concerns for Charlie's safety at night led me to acquire a cage that | could pop over him while he slept, keeping predators
from turning him into an easy nocturnal meal. During the day he occupied himself with pecking seeds that | scattered in the
garden, leisurely drinks from the birdbath, a bit of grooming, and lots of napping. Each time | stepped outside and spoke to
him, he gave me his full attention as if it were the most natural thing in the world. Although he had half an acre to explore on
foot, he chose to remain within a small area directly in view from my back windows. Charlie was far more lovely than any
garden ornament | could purchase, and | made it a point to speak to him often and take photos as if he were the newest
grandchild.

On the third day Charlie figured out his wings. The first time | saw him fly it nearly took my breath away! | was happy for him
to finally have the freedom of flight, but fretted that perhaps he would take to the skies and be gone forever. It was a gift
beyond words when Charlie returned frequently to that same little garden spot where he had first learned to fly, often
perching in the dogwood tree and watching other birds on my feeders or watching me work in the garden. Any time | saw that
flash of white go past my window | would step outside and have a conversation with him, thanking him for choosing to bless
us with his presence when he was free to follow his heart, his instincts, or whatever it is that birds follow. And always he
would cock his head and watch me intently from the tree, from the ground, or sometimes from the edge of the roof.

On Mother's Day, as the kids arrived, we stood for a time at the window admiring Charlie in the garden where he had his own
special tray feeder close to the ground which | kept filled with a special blend that he willingly shared with the resident
mourning doves. We marveled at the mystery of this gift, and wondered aloud whether he would spend his entire life alone.
While Charlie had expanded his territory to include half the block from our house on Terry Lane to the Triangle at the corner,
he had no interaction with other birds. It was a sadness to us, knowing that pigeons are social birds who live in community,
and we discussed the viability of providing him with a mate. Apparently our conversation coincided with his natural desire,
because that was the last day he spent with us. After two full months of daily visits from this lovely creature, he was greatly
missed. As | kept a watchful eye out for him for weeks, | consoled myself with the hope that he was not too very far away,
happily raising a family, and that one day he might return to say hello and perhaps bring his mate, because that's what homing
pigeons do.
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Thanks to everyone who asked me about my
experiences with Lavender Essential Qil!

It is always the right season to ask:
Why was Jesus given the essential oils
Frankincense and Myrrh by the
Three Wise Men?

Young Living Essential Oils right here
in our neighborhood.
Call me 704-779-0968, Cheryl

Young, 2
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Bicycle’s Repaired

Don’t let squeaky brakes or flat tires stop
you from enjoying a nice bike ride around
Grove Park!

up?
Does your Bike need a tune-up

Only $50.00

Squeaky brakes? Flat tires? Gears shifting badly?
Free Estimates

Call me today, Cheryl 704-779-0968
By Appointment Only, pick-up/delivery available

QUEST
PHARMACY

5820-E2 EAST W.T. HARRIS BLVD
(NEXT TO TEDDY’S PIZZA)

YOUR NEW NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY
LOoCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR INSURANCE.
MEDICARE & MEDICAID

FLU SHOTS

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

FREE DELIVERY

704.899.5100 | =

WWW.QUESTPHARMACY.COM

=

,216 st rd
“helin

...more than just a Tlorist!

Custom design floral arrangements (fresh & artificial) 6
county wide ‘personal’ delivery area Specialized props &
décor for themed event.

1 Lakeside Drive C, Charlotte, NC 28215
/04.563.1289
Florist Division: Shelin@DesignsByShelincom

Landscape Division: Details@DesignsByShelincom

www.merchantcircle.com/business/Designs.by.Shelin.704-563-1289



http://www.questpharmacy.com
http://www.questpharmacy.com

BLUE RIBBON
COMPUTER GUY

25 years using PCs

Free 30-minute phone consults

Grove Park and Ravenwood housecalls
@ $15/hour

Hardware and software repairs

WI/95 to W/XP a specialty

Purchase advice, apps ideas, network setup

Training sessions

Call Richard at 704-568-0463 M-F / 9-5

WE DO IT RIGHT.

Licensed electrician, interior and exterior
painting, carpentry, plumbing, drywall,
decks, light hauling.

Seven years experience with Grove Park
homes and many Grove Park references.

"l can fix your house."

Seth Lammert
(704) 712-3546

STEP INTO A
WORLD OF
RELAXATION,
PANIN AND
STRESS RELIEF

Neuromuscular & Massage Therapy
MK Brennan MS, RN, LMBT
Cindy Rankin LMBT
4921 Albemarle Rd. Suite 202
704-536-3446 or 732-809-4670

PIANO LESSONS

Former College -
University Instructor
Minister of Music

Robert L. Kennedy

Grove Park Resident

704.996.6203

AV O N

Kristine Fisher, Representative
7223 Linda Lake Drive
704.819.0409

Located here in Grove Park!

Need a fundraising idea? Let me show you how

your organization can earn up to 50% of sales
with Avon Products!




The Grove Park/Ravenwood Holiday Party was a
smash hit!!

Oh, my goodness! Over 100 people, scads of door prizes, live music, the best food ever, and lots of fun on Dec. 4 at
The Grove Church. Here are some great pictures to prove it. Our thanks to photographers Kaye Walsh and Harry




