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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
BY: MIMI DAvIS

I'm so honored to have been elected President of
the Grove Park Neighborhood Association and look
forward to an exciting two years. We are still a
relatively young neighborhood association and as
we develop and mature many changes can happen.

Priorities for the next year include:

1. Expand the newsletter to 8 pages, using
advertising revenyes to cover not only the
production of the newsletter itself, but also al| the
flyers we use throughout the year.

2. Expand the association board of directors by at
least three positions to give us more versatility and
i bring more creative ideas to the table.

3. Help members be more informed abouyt the status
of their dues, so that we can be more secyre in our
financial resources.

4. Develop better tommunications between the
board and the block captains to help them with their
duties and give them more support.

5. Add social events to bring us together more often,

7. Cheer on Richard Shaw, our computer expert, as he takes over
reworking of the wep site.

8. Expand and rework our email lists to better inform everyone
about neighborhood happenings.

We are fortunate to have so many dedicated people with vision and
enthusij

from TV?) who sang that charming children's song that ended
"Won't you please, won't Yyou please, please won't you be my
neighbor?" This is as good a time as any to encourage all of us to say
together: "Please won't you be my neighbor?"

NEIGHBORHOOD BUS
BY: HELENE HILGER
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‘NightOut

Augqust 7, 2012
6:30-9 p.m.

BY: DEBBIE TIPTON

We had a wonderful

A joint meeting of Grove Park Neighborhood show of support from
Association/Neighborhood Watch along with our both neighborhoods
Ravenwood neighbors met for National Night and hopefully will
Out (NNO) at the Triangle at the intersection of show a united force
Terry Lane, Linda Lake and Lakeside that our
neighborhoods say

The Grove Park Neighborhood Association and
Ravenwood Neighborhood Association hosted an
ice cream social this year for NNO.

“NO” to crime.

It was estimated that around 100 people
attended. Several police officers, including
resource officer, Erica Conway were in
attendance. John Autrey, Charlotte City Council
representative, along with other City officials
attended.

As well as the ice cream, various members of
both Associations brought watermelon, napkins,
water, drinks, ice, games for the children and
furnished a tent which was great with the threat of rain prevailing. The ice cream was
delicious and just what was needed on this hot, August evening.

The Associations had two special collection areas for canned food for Second Harvest and
school supplies for a special project of Hickory Grove Library.

GPNA FALL MEETING RECAP

Our Fall Pizza-and-a-Movie Meeting Was Great! Our neighborhood association
fall meeting featured pizza galore. We had enough, in fact, to feed dinner to
everyone who came. The movie, "Souls of Our Neighbors," produced by
Mecklenburg Ministries and Crossroads Charlotte, was beautifully done,
touching and informative, and Grove Parker Maureen Gilewski, a volunteer
with Charlotte's Mixed Income Housing Coalition, was a dynamite speaker. We
hope to have more pizza and a movie meetings in the future. Our next event is
the fabulous Holiday Pot Luck on Dec. 4. Watch your mail boxes and check
your emails for more info coming in November.




Breast Cancer and Us
BY: ANN NICHOLS

Okay, | know you’ll read this article the last week of October
and ask why it would be included at this late date, but keep
reading, please. Everyone knows October is Breast Cancer
Awareness month, and no one really needs to be reminded. |
usually don’t allow for negativity in my life and | know hate is a
strong and negative word but | hate breast cancer. One out of
every 8 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer. That
means this thing has touched everyone somehow, in some way
and at some point in time. We take moments to think and
reminisce of loved ones, family and friends whose lives have
been forever changed because of this terrible disease. Every
year | purchase my t-shirt and participate in an organization’s
efforts to raise money and awareness about it and frankly I'd
like to stop adding every year to the list of ‘survivors’ and ‘in
memory of” on the back of my shirt. To date, I'm up to 14
survivors and 8 in memory of.

What I’'m saying is, | don’t believe any of us should have to
succumb to this potentially fatal disease that strikes 210,000
women each year of which 41,000 die and by the way, men are
diagnosed with breast cancer too in case you didn’t know.
Some of my 8 ‘in memory of’ lost their battles because they
either didn’t perform breast checks regularly and found a lump
in @ much later stage of breast cancer, they were too busy
caring for others and placed caring for themselves last on their
list of priorities, or they procrastinated in seeking medical
attention out of fear and by the time they did it was too late.

| learned very important lessons from these friends, the most
important being our lives are precious and we cannot afford to
take our health for granted. The other thing | learned is that no
matter how long we live life is truly short but we may have
some control over how long it might last.

| imagine that one day we won’t have to concern ourselves
with survival and memory, but that we will eliminate this
cheater of life altogether. That we as women will recognize we
are the most important creatures in the world, (sorry guys) and
we will do what was intended of us.

So how about us committing to doing more than just taking one
day in early November to acknowledge the issue of Breast
Cancer? Why don’t we walk, race for the cure or make strides
all year long? If we do our monthly breast exams, get our
yearly mammograms, (beginning at age 40), and take care of
ourselves then we can give of ourselves as mothers, (and
fathers) be helpers to family members, friends and loved ones
and in turn we can make our lives so much better and make
breast cancer, this negative thing a thing of the past. Let’s just
get rid of it. | believe it can happen and we can do it, do you?

An Update o
Business n Some 0l1d

BY: MIMI DAvIS

First, we were hoping the church buildings on the
lot at Grove Park and Harris would be moved this
summer. | understand that We can expect them
to be gone by the first of the year. There could

be éppeals, of course, or delays, but they are on
their way to being moved.

Secor.1d, as most of you know, we have been
wc?rkmg for years on signage for the
neighborhood and struggling to raise the money.

The plan now is to apply for a matching grant
from the city of Charlotte to
the way. The deadline is in F
keep you posted.

take us the rest of
ebruary and we wil|
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Recipe Cupboard

BY: DEBBIE TIPTON

Tip's Dip

2 cans blackeye peas

1 can corn - med. size can

1 small jar pimentos

1 onion (red or white)

1 can diced tomatoes (or one large fresh tomato) You
can also use a can of the Ro-Tel Diced tomatoes with
Jalapenos.

Jalapeno pepper to taste, optional

Salt and pepper

1 bottle of italian dressing

Mix all ingredients and add 1/2 bottle italian dressing.
Put into fridge at least couple hours.

Before serving, you may need to add more dressing for
moistness.

Serve with tortilla chips or use as a condiment with
meat, chicken, fish.




THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE

BY: MIMI DAVIS

In each issue of the Grove Park Gazette we highlight one resident who gives
time and energy to make the world a better place. If you know of someone who
falls in that category, please contact the editors.

Grove Park resident and former neighborhood president Maureen
Gilewski wanted a way to have an impact on the future of Charlotte and
one way she found it is through her work with Charlotte's Mixed Income
Housing Coalition which, interestingly enough, she learned about
through a presentation at a Grove Park neighborhood meeting several : S T
years ago. She has been active ever since.

The Mixed Income Housing Coalition sees as its mission the equal
distribution of mixed and low income housing throughout the city. The
goal is to provide safe and decent housing for those with less than a
$40,500 per year income for a family of four, taking into account that
only 1/3 of their income goes to housing. They also make it a priority
to insure that mixed income and affordable housing is spread
throughout the city and not concentrated in only a few areas.

Maureen is also on the board of E.A.S.T., Eastland Area Strategies
Team, which is a volunteer board working to improve the future and quality of life for the people of

East Charlotte through economic development. You would probably be most familiar with E.A.S.T. as the group that does the
incredible Taste of Charlotte event each year.

The importance of both these groups is immense. As the demographics of the city change and shift both groups monitor the
changes and interact with city organizations or insure fair distribution of economic resources.

Talking with Maureen is like talking to a cheerleader for East Charlotte. She strongly believes our strength is in our diversity and
that change will come from younger people seeking to establish homes in vibrant and diverse neighborhoods in a lively and

desirable city.

Maureen is another energetic, involved Grove Parker working for the betterment of our city.

GROVE PARK/RAVENWOOD GARDEN CLUB

BY: MARY-ELLEN JONES

Thanks to your support Grove Park - Ravenwood Garden Club's Yard Sale was a great success - this year we raised $841.15!
A remarkable feat as the average sale was about $2.00. | am grateful for everyone who donated items to sell, who came this
week to help price and sort donations, and who worked today at the sale. This task was made easier, as Mimi Davis, Debbie
Hyland, and | shared the workload and the planning. Mimi and Debbie are two fine people to work with. Have you
wondered about the patience and flexibility required for altruistically giving up a great deal of your personal space for the
good of all? For months now and without complaint Mimi and Alan Davis generously stored our donations, hoping that by
giving the rest of us the convenience of dropping off our cast-offs whenever we wished, our neighborhood would ultimately
benefit - and this worked well. My sincere thanks to the following for their direct involvement (in alphabetical order): Laura
Baber; Rosemarie and Fred Belcher; Mimi and Alan Davis; Claudia, Brenda, and Abigail Gomez; Helene Hilger; Debbie and Ed
Hyland; Cheryl Jesitus and Bebe Daniel; Barry Jones; Marilyn Jones; Kristina Pearson; MargaretRichardson; Mary Richardson;
Natasha Sonin; Irene Thomas, Lin Vickery; and Barbara and Dale Warren. As one customer aptly said, 'you don't expect to
have fine music at a yard sale'. Thank you Alan, your gift of music helped us to relax and also energized us - customers and
workers alike.




The Grove Park
Garden Club went
traveling for their
October meeting

On Saturday, October 20, members of the
Grove Park/Ravenwood Garden Club met at
the triangle and carpooled to Wing Haven,
the fabulous 3-acre garden and bird
sanctuary on Ridgewood Ave. The gardens
were begun in 1927 by Elizabeth and
Edward Clarkson just after their marriage.
Elizabeth Clarkson came to Charlotte as a
bride, and was surprised to find out that the
garden of her new home consisted of
several acres of flat red clay and a single
tree. Slowly over the years the magnificent
garden that you see today was created.
That one original tree that Elizabeth saw 85
years ago, now absolutely huge, is still there,
with a beautiful white wrought iron bench
surrounding it.

The photo you see here in our newsletter
was taken at our second stop, the Elizabeth
Lawrence gardens, just down the street
from Wing Haven. Elizabeth Lawrence was a
writer and plant researcher and a great
friend of the Clarksons. Though smaller, her
original garden design has been preserved
as well. Both properties are now owned and
maintained by the Wing Haven Foundation.

The Grove Park/Ravenwood Garden Club
meets monthly and also sponsors the annual
tour in April of Grove Park and Ravenwood
gardens. Coordinator is Mary Ellen Jones.

SAVE THE DATE

Grove Park/Ravenwood
Neighborhood Holiday Party

WHEN: December 4, 2012, 6:30 p.m.
WHERE: The Grove Presbyterian Church

Please either bring a side item, dessert,
appetizer. GPNA and Ravenwood will
furnish drinks, paper products and meat.

$2,197.75 as of the 5/22/12 GPNA Meeting

+5679.00 Receipts (dues, advertising, etc.)

$2,876.75

- $453.74 Expenses (National Night Out, Newsletter, etc)
$2,423.01 Total as of 10/18/12 O R
- $615.00 Designated for Signs

$1,808.01 Unrestricted Funds
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We would like to thank the following neighbors
who have recently paid the voluntary $20 annual

GPNA dues:

Doug Barbour Carolyn Patterson

M K Brennan Sharon Pierson

Mimi & Alan Davis Richard & Sarah Shaw
Orren Hightower Natasha & Isaac Sonin
Bob Kennedy Randy & Mary Ann Stegall
Burke McKenna Sherry and & Vickery

Annjenise Nichols




E THERE ARE LPU’S IN OUR MIDST! If you don't know what an LPU is, look 5
.‘l out your window any weekday morning between 7-9 a.m. and you may catch a glimpse of them carrying their ;
little plastic grocery bags full of treasures picked up off the streets or the front lawns of our Grove Park and

' Ravenwood residents. Beer cans, candy wrappers, paper towels, latex gloves, juice boxes, straws, bits of wire,
¥ newspaper bundle ties, wet wipes, broken glass, homework, wads of string, nails and ripped plastic bags are
among the varied and sundry items collected on these LPU outings, all properly disposed of at journey's end. If
'i you happen to see one of these Litter Picker-Uppers out on mission, give them a wave of the hand or even a
word of appreciation. And if you should find yourself walking the streets for a bit of exercise yourself, you
-' might consider carrying a plastic grocery bag and joining the ranks of the GPLPU's. They'd love to have you!

5 Many thanks to the ongoing efforts of Maureen Gilewski, Debbie Hyland, Mary-Ellen Jones, Ann Marsh, Sherry
'»; Vickery, Lin Vickery and Claudia Gomez for keeping our neighborhood litter picked up.

A NOTE OF THANXKS &y: AnN NICHOLS

| love Grove Park. Not just for its beauty and landscaping but particularly for its residents. In July, | returned from
visiting family only to find my mailbox had been vandalized so much so, that it had been completely ripped off the
post. When | went to retrieve my mail | noticed that it had been placed back on the post but was simply resting there.
| also noticed there was shattered mirror glass at the end of my driveway. | planned to file a police report later that
afternoon but before | could do that some good Samaritan had not only cleaned up the shattered mirror at the end of
my driveway but replaced my mailbox with a brand new one and bolted it into the post with new screws. | have yet to
find out who this kind person is but if you’re reading this, thank you.

TEDDY'S PIZZA
(and much, mfh more) JAN V O N

Home of the Cleveland:Browns

5820 E W.T.Harris Blvd. Kristine Fisher, Representative
Charlotte, NC 28215 7223 Linda Lake Drive

704.536.1600 704.819.0409
Hours: Mon - Sat 11/amyto 12 Midnight /
Sundays 12 Noon'to 10'pm

Located here in Grove Park!

Plzza, Wings, Pasta and Calzones, Salads,
Hamburgers, French Fries, Oven Baked Subs,
much more plus Everyday Specialst!

Need a fundraising idea? Let me show you how

your organization can earn up to 50% of sales
with Avon Products!

You've gottatry Teddy's.
Your neighhorhood pizza guy!!




AMAZING ESSENTIAL OILS

Did you know that theraputic grade Lavender Oil
would stop a BURN in its tracks?

Call me - I would love to tell vou how I burned
my hand on the fireplace last vear and lavender
made the burn go away in a just a few hours!

-~ ~ o
Essential Oils right here in your neighborhood.
Call me Cheryl Jesitus, 704-779-0968

Youne & G
GLIVING | Notrenoex

Bicycle’s Repaired

When was the last time you enjoyed a nice
bike ride around Grove Park?

Does your Bike need a tune-up? Only $50.00
Tubes, Tires and brakes replaced too.

Call me Today, Cheryl Jesitus 704-779-0968

By Appointment Only

QUEST
PHARMACY

5820-E2 EAST W.T. HARRIS BLVD
(NEXT TO TEDDY’S PIZZA)

YOUR NEW NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR INSURANCE.
MEDICARE & MEDICAID

FLU SHOTS

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

FREE DELIVERY

704.899.5100 | =

WWW.QUESTPHARMACY.COM

=
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..more than just a Tlorist!

Custom design floral arrangements (fresh & artificial) 6
county wide ‘personal’ delivery area Specialized props &
décor for themed event.

6911 Lakeside Drive C, Charlotte, NC 28215
/04.563.1289
Florist Division: Shelin@DesignsByShelincom

Landscape Division: Details@DesignsByShelincom

www.merchantcircle.com/business/Designs.by.Shelin.704-563-1289



http://www.questpharmacy.com
http://www.questpharmacy.com

BLUE RIBBON
COMPUTER GUY

25 years using PCs

Free 30-minute phone consults

Grove Park and Ravenwood housecalls
@ $15/hour

Hardware and software repairs

WI/95 to W/XP a specialty

Purchase advice, apps ideas, network setup

Training sessions

Call Richard at 704-568-0463 M-F / 9-5

Made to your every desire.
Necklaces, ear-rings, bracelets,
pendants and more. Unique and
affordable.

Email Emily at WME888@bellsouth.net

STEP INTO A
WORLD OF
RELAXATION,
PXNIN AND “ &
STRESS RELIEF

Neuromuscular & Massage Therapy
MK Brennan MS, RN, LMBT
Cindy Rankin LMBT
4921 Albemarle Rd. Suite 202
704-536-3446 or 732-809-4670

PIANO LESSONS

Former College -
University Instructor
Minister of Music

Robert L. Kennedy

Grove Park Resident

704.996.6203

(‘1 @W CW

Homemade goodness with ingredients of the
highest quality.

Place your holiday orders soon for
cupcakes and cakes.

Do you need help preparing for a
meal or party? | can help!

Custom order for your special event,
party, corporate gift or...just because.

704.568.4269
704.995.3839

dmetip@gmail.com

Debbie Tipton
Head Baker




