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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011 The 
Newman yard at 6209 Randy Drive.  The 
decorations gave this house a whimsical/fun 
look while the white/green/red lights 
provided a beautiful glow.  Candy canes 
lined the walk (even a few made their way 
high up in the tree to light up the tree.  A 
happy snowman was waiting in front of the 
house to greet you and Santa stopped over 
here when he was in Charlotte along with 
Rudolph whose nose would be blinking 
when ready for take-off.  A festive yard for 
the Holiday Season.

Financial Statement
BY: SHERRY VICKERYNote From the 

President

Dear Grove Park Neighbors,

First I want to say a big 

"Thank You" to everyone 

who helped work on the 

Holiday Party!  We all had a  

wonderful time, and the 

fundraising campaign for 

the sign toppers got off to 

a terrific start.

Well believe it or not, it will 

soon be time for ELECTIONS again.  At our May 

meeting we will be electing a new President and a new 

Secretary.  After serving a term as Vice President and a term 

as President, I have decided to take some time off, but  I will 

remain on the newsletter staff.  Debbie Tipton has served 2 

terms as Secretary, and will also remain on the newsletter 

staff.  So at our February 21st GPNA Meeting at 6:30 at the 

Rec. Center, we will be calling for 3 volunteers  to serve on the 

Nominating Committee.  Please consider serving, as it is a one 

time commitment.

On the agenda of the February meeting will be an update on 

the Church on the corner of Grove Park, a meeting with the 

new Police Capt. for our substation, and an update on the sign 

topper project.

Hope to see you there on the 21st!

Kaye Walsh

Save The 
Date

Grove Park Neighborhood 
Meeting

February 21,  6:30 p.m.
Hickory Grove School 

Recreation Center 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2011 The 
September/October Yard of the Month was Kiem 
Nguyen, 7505 Michael Drive.  This yard is unique 
for our neighborhood with its oriental influence.   
At first you see all the trees and greenery and the 
quietness they provide and then you begin to 
notice the colors in the yard provided by roses, 
camellias, gardenias, day lilies/calla lilies, 
Snowdrops, Four O'clocks and so much more plus 
all the grasses used for borders in the yard.  Truly a 
beautiful yard.

Starting Balance:

$1,379.12 as of 10/18/11 GPNA Meeting 

Received:

$255.00   Entrance Sign Toppers
$  90.00   Dues

$  81.00   Ad Sales for Winter GPNA Newsletter

$426.00   Total Income

Expenditures:

$82.37   Fall GPNA Printing Expenses

$1,379.12  Starting Balance as of 10/18/11

+   426.00  Receipts
$1,805.12

-     82.37  Expenditures
$1,722.75  Ending Balance as of 1/23/12
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"My role on this earth is to encourage," says Grove Park 
resident Sheridan (nicknamed Sherry) Vickery.  And 
new 5th grade teacher Tia 
Devine at Grier School is 
certainly glad to hear it.  Sherry 
is a volunteer in her classroom 
at Grier filing, grading, helping 
kids here and there, mostly 
doing things that take up a 
teacher's time so she can devote 
more attention to teaching.

His interest in the school 
started at a Grove Park 
neighborhood meeting last year 
when we hosted Grier Academic 
Facilitator Catherine Keistler 
who explained both the school's 
needs and ways that people can 
help.  Inspired by her talk, and 
also by memories of his own experiences with a 
wonderful teacher when he was in 5th grade, Sherry saw 
that it would be a great fit.

Sherry actually has quite a history of community 
involvement.  When living in Albany, NY he was involved 
in a church men's group that helped remodel schools in 
low income neighborhoods and reached out to the poor.  

Now in Charlotte, his regular job is as an insurance 
underwriter for Hartford Insurance, a company that 

encourages outreach activities, 
invests in local communities, 
and even keeps track of 
employee volunteer hours as a 
source of pride.

When I asked Sherry what he 
saw at Grier he answered "Kids 
needing an education, because 
nothing will give them as much 
hope for success.  These are our 
kids, and this is our 
neighborhood."  

There are 100 more students at 
Grier this year than last, and the 
school could use a few more 

volunteers.   An easy way to get 
started might be to help out at the Grier Book Fair from 
Feb. 27-March 2 from 8 am to 1:30 pm daily.  You have to 
be registered through Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 
and have a background check, which is done on-line.  

Sherry is right.  These are our kids, and this is our 
neighborhood.  And this is important!

The Things We Do For Love    BY: MIMI DAVIS

Other News

MOBILE UNITS IN GROVE 

PARK  BY: GAIL WHITCOMB

You’ve undoubtedly noticed that the two 
mobile units at the entrance to Grove 
Park Blvd are still there. If you don’t 
already know, a church purchased the 
property in late 2010 and moved them 
onto the site only to belatedly learn that 
doing so was in violation of Charlotte’s 
Zoning Ordinance. Since that time, the 
City’s Code Enforcement staff have been, 
albeit unsuccessfully, working with the 
property owner to get them removed. 
With over $1,200 in zoning citations and 

nuisance fines levied thus far, the case has 
recently been converted to a “non-
residential building code” case that may 
ultimately result in forceful removal of the 
units. This process, however, must run its 
due course. In the interim, our beautiful 
neighborhood suffers from the blighted 
conditions the mobile units have created.

What can we do?
The most important thing we can do is to 
remember that our voice counts, both 
collectively as a neighborhood and 
individually as residents. Now is not the 
time for us to be complacent. We need to 
let City staff know that we care about our 
neighborhood and are eager to see a 
resolution to this matter. And we need to 
make an effort to do this regularly until 
the units causing the blight are removed. 
I'm not suggesting that we be mean-
spirited about it. The truth is, City staff 
genuinely care about the health of 
Charlotte’s neighborhoods and want to 
help us. What I am suggesting is that we 
recognize that what we have to say 
matters and that it’s ok to speak up about 
something that’s harming our image and 
our quality of life.

How do we do this?
We need to make a point to let our 
concerns be heard and ask for a speedy 
resolution. Keep in mind that the City is 
our ally in this matter. In fact, staff working 
this case are our neighbors; they happen to 
be located just around the corner on 
Sharon Amity and behind Firestone. Send 
them an email and introduce yourself to 
them. Here’s contact information:

KIM SAUER, Non-Residential Building 
Code Inspector: ksauer@charlottenc.gov

EUGENE BRADLEY, Neighborhood & 
Business Services NE Service Area Team 
Co-Leader: ebradley@charlottenc.gov

MIKE HAWKINS, Neighborhood & 
Business Services NE Service Area Team 
Co-Leader: mhawkins@charlottenc.gov

 

In each issue of the Grove Park Gazette we highlight one resident who gives time and energy to make the world a better place.  If you, or someone you 
know falls into this category, please contact the editors.

Block Captain: 

Contact Detail: 



The Grove Park-
Ravenwood Garden Club Security Habits at 

Home
BY: CMPD

All the security devices in the world will not keep 

you safe if you don’t make a habit of using them.  
Healthy caution must become a habit.

1.    Always answer the phone; otherwise, a potential 

burglar may think the home is unoccupied and break 

in. When you answer the phone, never let the caller 
know that you are home alone. 

2.    Always respond to your doorbell. First, check 

through the peephole viewer to see who is outside 
your door.  Never open your door to anyone you do 

not know and fully trust.

3.    In the case of service and repairmen, verify their 

identities and purposes with their dispatchers before 
you open the door.  If you decide to allow them to 

enter, arrange to either have a friend or neighbor 
there with you or monitoring you with periodic 
phone calls. 

4.    Do not allow children to answer the door, 
because they are less cautious.  Begin reinforcing 

good security habits at an early age.

5.    Be careful about giving out information 

concerning yourself or where you live, either in 
person, by mail, or over the phone.

6.    Do not put your name on your mailbox. In the 

phone book, list your name in a manner that does 

not indicate that you are a female or living alone.

7.    Keep emergency phone numbers posted near 

your phones.

8.    When returning home, make sure that you are 

not being followed.  Be alert for anyone who may be 
waiting for you to unlock your door so that they can 
force their way in.  Have your keys ready before you 

get to your door so that you can enter as quickly as 
possible.

9.    When returning home, if you have any reason to 

believe that an unauthorized entry has been made 

while you were away, DO NOT ENTER! Go to a safe 
place immediately, such as a neighbor’s house, and get 
help before you return.

10. If you live in an apartment complex, be especially 
cautious of laundry rooms, parking lots, or other 

isolated areas.  Insist that those areas are will-
lighted, and try to use these facilities only in the 

company of other trusted individuals.

11. Remember that there is strength in numbers.  
Join with your neighbors in an effort to watch out for 
each other and make your homes and families safe 
against criminal threats of all types.  Your crime 

prevention officer or community police officer can 
help you start your own Community Watch.

 

 

Greetings and good news, Garden Club friends! 

The next Garden Club meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday, February 18th 10:30 a.m., at Augie and 

Mary Anne Beasley's home (7009 Leesburg, 
28215).  At this meeting our topic will be 

'Herbs'.  What are your favorite herbs?  Do you 

use them as seasoning in cooking, for medicinal 
purposes, and/or because you find them 

attractive?  Or, is this a topic you have long 
wanted to learn more about?  If so , I hope that 

you will take advantage of this opportunity.

We will continue to collect your unused 
toiletries (generally those from hotels) for local 

charities.  I will bring a basket to our next 
meeting for your donations. 

Although our annual yard sale is not until September 15th, we are fortunate that this 

year Mimi and Alan Davis (6700 Linda Lake Drive) have offered their garage to store our 
donations throughout the year.

I think many of you will appreciate this news, for now we no longer need to hold on to 
items that we are ready to discard.  Mimi suggests that you leave your donations at the 

end of their driveway (the end away from the street).

Remember you are always welcome to bring a friend to our meetings. 
In fact, this will be an especially good time to introduce a friend to the 

Garden Club.

I look forward to seeing you soon.

Warmly,

Mary-Ellen Jones

Save These 
Dates

Garden Club Meetings

February 18, 10:30 a.m.

March 17, 10:30 a.m. 

April 18, 1 p.m. -5 p.m. 
Spring Garden Tour

SIGNAGE UPDATE
BY: JEWELL DAVIS

We were not able to accomplish our goal of acquiring free-standing entrance 
signs for Grove Park because of cost.  Therefore, we looked at using Street Sign 
Toppers as other Charlotte neighborhoods have done, and presented this 
proposal at the Neighborhood Association meeting which was approved.   To 
place Street Sign Toppers at our seven entrances will be around $1600.  We 
initiated a fund-raising campaign at our Holiday Dinner to pay for the signs.  If 
you were not at the Holiday Dinner, please consider contributing to the 
purchase of the signs  using the following options:  $20/$25/$50/other; 
payable to:  Grove Park Neighborhood Association;  for:  Entrance Sign 
Toppers.  Mail to:  Sherry Vickery, 6709 Terry Lane, Charlotte, NC  28215.  
You can also turn in your contribution at our next Neighborhood Association 
Meeting.   We need the help of all our neighbors to make the Grove Park signs a 
reality.  Note:  We didn't raise all the money needed and have found a grant 
that, if we are approved, will give us the balance for the Street Sign Toppers.  
We will keep you updated on this important neighborhood issue.



BLUE RIBBON COMPUTER GUY
25 years using PCs

Free 30-minute phone consults

Grove Park and Ravenwood housecalls @ $15/hour

Hardware and software repairs

W/95 to W/XP a specialty

Purchase advice, apps ideas, network setup

Training sessions

The Jewelry Artisan

Made to your every desire.  
Necklaces, ear-rings, bracelets, pendants and 

more.  Unique and affordable.  

Email Emily at WME888@bellsouth.net

Cheryl’s Bicycle Repair

By appointment only.

Pickup and delivery available.

704.779.0968

PIANO LESSONS

Former College - 
University Instructor

Minister of Music

Robert L. 
Kennedy

704.996.6203

Call Richard at 704-568-0463 M-F / 9-5

Custom design !oral arrangements (fresh & 
arti"cial) 6 county wide ‘personal’ delivery area 
Specialized props & décor for themed event.

Call-ins welcome, all others by appointment only

shelin@designsbyshelin.com
704.563.1289

     www.merchantcircle.com/business/

Designs.by.Shelin.704-563-1289
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